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PREFACE 
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and the preparation of the index; to the publishers for sending 

review copies; and to members of the Society who have 

contributed reviews and made suggestions. 

It should be noted that dissertations are not necessarily 

available for purchase either from the university concerned or 

from booksellers unless the name of a publisher (whether a 

University Press or other) is indicated. The original dissertation 

can normally be consulted in the university library where it 

was presented, and may in some but not in all cases be 

borrowed through the Inter-Library Loan service. 

The following abbreviations are employed: 

B.L.

Eleven Years 

Decade 

Bible Bibliog. 

Book List 

Eleven Years of Bible Bibliography (1957) 

A Decade of Bible Bibliography (1967) 

Bible Bibliography 1967-1973: Old 

Testament (1974) 



It should be noted that books marked with an asterisk (*) 

are considered particularly suitable for inclusion in school 

libraries. 

R. N. WHYBRAY 

THE UNIVERSITY 

HULL 
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1. GENERAL

AMMASSARI, A.: La Religione dei Patriarchi. Studi Biblici. 1976. 
Pp. 305. (Pontificia Universita Urbaniana, Citta Nuova Editrice, Rome. 
Price: Lire 4,500) 

The title of this volume is rather misleading. It is, in fact, comprised of 
seven studies on the O.T., of exegesis and history of religious thought, 
bound together by unity of experience and method. By far the longest 
study is a historical exegesis of Ps. 132 which closes with several pages of 
bibliography. Two other psalms (23 and 22) are examined, as well as 
Jeremiah's prophecy against Babylon (Jer. 50-51). The remaining two 
articles deal with Observations on the History of the Text, and The 
Religion of the Patriarchs. The author concludes by saying that historical 
exegesis of texts transmitted and translated over three thousand years is 
neither easy nor without risk. Nevertheless it is a worthwhile method of 
procedure. J. R. DUCKWORTH 

Annuaire de /'Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes. V' Section - Sciences 
Religieuses. Tome LXXXIII (1974-1975). 1977. Pp. 397. (Ecole Pratique 
des Hautes Etudes, Paris. Supplied free to libraries and centres of research) 

This annual Report provides a useful survey of work, both archaeo­
logical and literary, undertaken under French auspices in the field of the 
study of religions. The section most relevant to O.T. scholarship is that on 
'Religions des Semites occidentaux' (pp. 153-59), in which H. Cazelles 
amd E.-M. Laperrousaz report on work done at the school in lectures 
and seminars on problems of the early chapters of Deuteronomy and on 
the Ugaritic myth of Baal and Anat. Under 'Judaisme talmudique et 
rabbinique' (pp. 161-67) C. Touati describes work done on the Talmudic 
treatise Megilla, the Responsa of the Geonim, and the Hypothetica of 
Philo. There are also reports on 'Religion assyro-babylonienne' (D. 
Arnaud), 'Religions hittite et asiatique' (E. Laroche), 'Religions de 
!'Iran ancien' (P. Gignoux) and 'Judaisme medieval' (G. Vajda). The 
report on ancient Egyptian religion expected from J. Y oyotte did not 
materialize. R. N. WHYBRAY 

BAUER, J. B. and MARBOCK, J. (ed.): Memoria Jerusalem. Freund­
esgabe Franz Sauer zum 70. Geburtstag. 1977. Pp. 238. (Akademische 
Druck- u. Verlagsanstalt, Graz, Austria). 

This volume of essays begins with a brief outline of Professor F. Sauer's 
career and an appreciation of his academic contribution. Of the twelve 
articles, four are directly connected with the O.T. G. Molin in 'Das 
Motiv vom Chaoskampf im alten Orient und in den Traditionen Jerusa­
lems und Israels' shows that chaos conflict does not belong to Israel's 
belief. A very detailed attempt to solve the textual difficulties of Isa. 
35:8-10 is offered by F. D. Hubmann, 'Der "Weg" zum Zion'. H. Eising 
in 'Das Menschenleben im Buch Ijob' shows that the author of Job 
portrays man from a human-earthly point of view. J. B. Bauer in 'Zions 
Fliisse. Ps 45 (46), 5' offers an examination of this text and then discusses 
its patristic interpretations. The other articles are: J. Marbock, 'Das 
Gebet um die Rettung Zions Sir 36, 1-22 (G: 33, 1-13a; 36, 16b-22) im 
Zusammenhang der Geschichtsschau Ben Siras'; F. Zehrer, 'Gedanken 
zum Jerusalem-Motiv im Lukasevangelium'; P. Trummer_ 'Die Bedeutung 
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Jerusalems fiir die ntl. Chronologie'; F. Leilinger, 'Das himmlische 
Jerusalem. Untersuchungen zur Bildersprache der Johannesapokalypse 
und des Hebraerbriefs'; K. Jaros, 'Grabungen unter der Erloserkirche 
in Jerusalem'; C. Schedl, 'Anderung der Gebetsrichtung (Qiblah) von 
Jerusalem nach Mekkah'; P. Harnoncourt,' "Jerusalem" in den Liedern 
des neuen Gesangbuches GOTTESLOB'; W. Gruber, 'Jerusalem­
Wegzeichen der Hoffnung'. The volume concludes with a list of Professor 
Sauer's publications. E. R. ROWLANDS 

BEN-YOSEPH, Y., HAREEL, M., GEVARYAHU, H. and COHEN, A.: 
Halu� uma'as. The Abraham I. Katsh Jubilee Volume. 1975. Pp. 302 
(Hebrew), 127 (English). (Avuka Press, Tel Aviv) 

These forty-one studies, three quarters of them in Hebrew, the rest 
in English, presented to the President of Dropsie University on his sixty­
fifth birthday, are mainly on contemporary Jewish subjects, but some will 
interest O.T. specialists. Professor Katsh himself contributes three 
fascinating studies in English on the status and influence of Biblical 
Hebrew in modern literature and education. A section in Hebrew on 
'Biblical Studies' consists of essays by Y. Bazaq on bet ha-sohar, R. 
Aharoni on Gog and Magog, Y. Ben-Yoseph on wine and the vine, 
H. Gevaryahu on Elijah and Avraham Katsh himself on the spiritual
meaning of the word 'ebed (especially in Isaiah 40-55). 

J. F. A. SAWYER 

BERGERHOF, K., DIETRICH, M. and LORETZ, 0. (ed.): Ugarit-Forschun­
gen. Internationales Jahrbuch fur die Altertumskunde Syrien-Paliistinas, 8. 
1976 (1977). Pp. iv, 506. (Butzon & Bercker, Kevelaer; Neukirchener 
Verlag, Neukirchen-Vluyn. Price: DM. 160.00) 

Most of the 50 articles in this volume are of interest to O.T. scholars, 
but only those concerned directly with the O.T. are listed here. Y. Avishur 
writes on stylistic features in Phoenician inscriptions and the O.T.; M. 
Dikstra on Pss. 24:4 and 73:1; M. Gorg on the Hivites; B. Pelz! on the 
tabernacle in Exod. 25 ff. 0. Loretz discusses a number of subjects: Gen. 
16:11; Exod. 4:14; Isa. 1; 3 :24; 8:1 and 33 :8, and 14:12-15; Ezek. 28 :1-19; 
Pss. 8 and 67; Job 3 :3-26; and l;ophshi. He also discusses, with M. Dietrich 
and J. Sanmartin, Prov. 26:23; and the Rephaim. T. Veijola writes on 
he'id; M. Weinfeld on the loyalty oath in the ancient Near East; and 
N. Wyatt on atonement theology in Ugarit and Israel. Seven books on the
O.T. are reviewed. The volume has the usual valuable indexes. 

J. A. EMERTON 

BLANK, S. H.: Prophetic Thought. Essays and Addresses. With a Fore­
word by Samuel Sandmel (Jewish Perspectives, 2). 1977. Pp. x, 167, 
portrait. (Hebrew Union College Press, Cincinnati. Price: $12.50) 

This collection of papers by a 'spiritual giant' (Samuel Sandmel's 
summing-up in the Foreword) covers a wide range in time of origin and 
scope. The Bibliography of Blank's writings, from 1920 to 1976, indicates 
the author's growth in the cause of liberal Judaism; but the O.T. always 
remains prominent and the prophets never cease to provoke the author 
to fresh ways of understanding. There are some fine pieces here on pro­
phetic authority and Jeremiah in particular, but also articles on Job 31 



GENERAL 9 

and on Psalm 73, reprinted from well-known journals. These essays on 
biblical themes are followed by addresses delivered on special occasions. 
They give the authentic flavour of the standing of Reform Judaism in the 
United States. One address begins: 'I am looking for a text. I am tempted 
to talk about the state of the world. But no; I look at the world and I 
decide: You shall be my text.' In this elegant edition Sheldon Blank 
becomes his own text and his friends will be grateful. u. E. SIMON

BLANK, S. H. and WEISBERG, D. B. (ed.): Hebrew Union College 
Annual. Centennial Issue. Vol. XLVI. 1975. Pp. 1-508 (English), 510-32 
{Hebrew}, index of authors (1-29), portrait oflsaac Mayer Wise. (Hebrew 
Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion, Cincinnati. Price: $15.00) 

This is a special volume to salute the Hebrew Union College -
Jewish Institute of Religion in its centennial year. We are reminded that 
the Hebrew Union College was founded by Isaac Mayer Wise, whose 
portrait is reproduced at the beginning of the volume. All the 22 articles 
(21 in English and one in Hebrew) are full of interest. S. Greengus, 
'Sisterhood Adoption at Nuzi and the "Wife-Sister" in Genesis', argues 
that there is no evidence in favour of a sister-wife at Nuzi, and so 'no 
Nuzian basis for assuming the presence of a sister-wife tradition in the 
patriarchal narratives'. In 'Of Patriarch and Puns: Joseph at the Fountain, 
Jacob at the Ford', S. Gevirtz produces evidence for the existence of a 
geo-political pun in Gen. 49:22 and 32:23-33. H. C. Brichto, 'The case of 
the Sota and a reconsideration of Biblical "Law"', defends the unity of 
Num. 5:11-31, and concludes that this passage is not to be regarded as 
law, but is an example of casuistic formulation. A very convincing case for 
the vocalization of mo/els and 'astoref, and against the view that ba'al 
became boset in proper names, is advanced by M. Tsevat in 'Ishbosheth 
and Congeners: The Names and their Study'. Stimulating and interesting 
comments are offered by H. M. Orlinsky in 'The Septuagint as Holy Writ 
and the Philosophy of the Translators'. Two articles contribute to Targum 
study: 'The Extant Sources of the Fragmentary Targum to the Pentateuch' 
(M. L. Klein) and 'The Targum to Ezekiel' (S. H. Levey). Challenging 
observations are made by J. A. Holstein in 'Max Weber and Biblical 
Scholarship'. Students of the N.T. will find informative material in 'Beth 
Din, Boule, Sanhedrin: A Tragedy of Errors' (E. Rivkin) and 'Chrono­
messianism: The timing of Messianic Movements and the Calendar of 
Sabbatical Cycles' (B. Z. Wacholder). In the first of these a strong case is 
made for differentiating between the Sanhedrin in the Gospels and Acts 
and the Sanhedrin of the Tractate Sanhedrin, which really describes the 
Beth Din. The remaining articles are: 'A Critical Edition of Palestinian 
Talmud Tractate Rosh Hashana, Chapter One' (E. A. Goldman), 'Dina 
D'ma!chuta Delimited' (S. Atlas), 'Trop and Tropus, Etymology and 
History' (E. Werner), 'Birth Dogmas and Philosophic Religious Faith: 
A Philosophic Inquiry' (A. J. Reines), 'The Persecution of the Jews of 
Isfahan under Shah 'Abbas II (1642-1666)' (E. Spicehandler), 'Jewish 
Studies at Universities: An early project' (S. W. Bason), 'The Dimensions 
of Samuel Adler's religious view of the world' (G. Greenberg), 'Martin 
Buber and Psychotherapy' (R. L. Katz), 'Humane insights of the Rabbis 
particularly with respect to the Holocaust. A chapter in the history of the 
Halakhah' (A. Guttmann), 'The History of Hebrew Plene Spelling: From 
Antiquity to Haskalah' (W. Weinberg}, and 'The Impact oflsraeli Hebrew 
on the Neo-Aramaic Dialect of the Kurdish Jews of Zakho: A Case of 
Language Shift' (Y. Sabar). E. R. ROWLANDS 
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BoITERWECK, G. J. and RINGGREN, H. (ed.): Theologisches Worterbuch 
zum A/ten Testament. Band II. Lieferung 7 (Spalte 769-896). 1976. Lie­
ferung 8 (Spalte 897-1024). 1976. (Kohlhamrner, Stuttgart. Sub. price per 
lieferung: DM. 18.00) 

Pase. 7 contains fifteen articles or parts of articles of which four are 
of major importance. R. North's article on l;,iidiis, begun in fasc. 5/6, 
discusses at some length, inter alia, hades and moon-cults; A. Jepsen's 
article on hiiziih and its cognates is notable for its treatment of some aspects 
of prophecy; K. Koch on hiitii' and Ringgren on /Jiiyiih (completed in 
fasc. 8) offer authoritative surveys. Perhaps rather too much space (eleven 
columns) is given to hazir, 'pig' (Botterweck). H. D. Preuss on hwh dis­
tinguishes two roots, accepting the view that histahawiih is derived from II 

hwh and not from shh; A. S. Kapelrud on hawwiih, 'Eve', discusses 
possible derivations of this name and concludes that it is related to 
hwh/hyh, 'live'. The theological importance of Ml, 'sand' (Kapelrud), 
homiih (with giider), 'wall' (W.T. in der Smitten), hus, 'be grieved, pity' 
(S. Wagner) and hus, 'hasten' (K. M. Beyse) seems insufficient to justify 
their inclusion. 
By far the most extensive article in fasc. 8, which contains seventeen 
complete articles and ends with the first part of an article on /:liimad by 
G. Wallis, is that on hiikam and its cognates (columns 920--44), mainly by
H.-P. Miiller, with a section on terms for wisdom in ancient Egypt by 
H. J. Krause. It gives a very full survey of usages and scholarly views and 
is preceded by a bibliography of some seventy items. The articles on 
biiliih (K. Seybold) and hiilam (including ha/om) (M. Ottosson, with sec­
tions on Egyptian and Mesopotamian terms and concepts by J. Bergman 
and G. J. Botterweck respectively) are also especially noteworthy, as is 
that by W. Dommershausen on halal 1 (including hol and hiili/). Domrners­
hausen is also the author of the article on biilal II, 'pierce, bore'. C. Barth's 
article on hiila$ also includes motnayim, yiirek and kesel; hafii$im is treated 
separately by V. Hamp. The fascicle contains a number of shorter articles 
whose theological significance is not always apparent. R. N. WHYBRAY

BRAULIK, G. (ed.): Studien zum Pentateuch Walter Kornfeld zum 60. 
Geburtstag. 1977. Pp. 272 including 1 plate. (Herder, Vienna. Price: Sch. 
278) 

This volume in honour of the Professor of O.T. in the Catholic 
Faculty of Theology at Vienna, who is now the President of the Inter­
national Organization for the Study of the Old Testament, contains a 
photograph of him but not the expected list of his publications. There are 
thirteen articles in German, and two in French. E. Kutsch defends the 
unity of Gen. 2-3 (apart from 2:10-14), and maintains that for most of it 
J was dependent on no source. H. Grosse examines Gen. 15. H. Cazelles 
surveys evidence for source analysis in Exodus. K. and U. Schubert 
discuss representations of the rescue of the infant Moses from the water in 
early and medieval Jewish and early Christian art. J. Schreiner argues 
that Exod. 12:21-23 is the work of the redactor responsible for JE, whose 
linking of the passover to the feast of unleavened bread was used by the 
Deuteronomic school. P. Grelot considers the chronology of the Samaritan 
and LXX reading in Exod. 12:34 (= 12:40), which is also attested in 
other texts. N. Lohfink challenges the theory that the beginning of the 
Decalogue betrays Deuteronomic influence. F. Dexinger studies the 
Samaritan addition after Exod. 20:17. G. Sauer considers the relation of 
Israel's festivals to faith in Yahweh. N. Fiiglister discusses the meaning of 
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Lev. 17:11. G. Braulik maintains that Deut. 4:5-8 must be acquitted of 
the charge of legalism if it is seen in its historical context. W. Zimmerli 
examines references to prophets in the Pentateuch. J. Scharbert discusses 
marriage terminology in the legal parts of the Pentateuch and the different 
terminology used in Ezra, Nehemiah and Chronicles. J. Gamberoni 
writes about the 'Law of Moses' in Tobit. H. Haag reviews the problem of 
typological exegesis and argues that, while typology has a very limited 
validity, it is better to avoid the term. There is an index of biblical 
references. J. A. EMERTON 

*CHILDS, B. S.: Old Testament Books for Pastor and Teacher. 1977.
Pp. 120. (Westminster Press, Philadelphia. Price: $3.95) 

This guidebook is intended as a general aid for students and teachers 
to the literature available on the O.T. It deals with the main areas of study 
and research, listing the works available, including dictionaries and 
encyclopedias, and commenting briefly on their character and content. It 
concludes with a list of commentaries on the books of the O.T. furnished 
with some guidance as to their age and usefulness. This book ought 
certainly to be made available in theological libraries as a very helpful 
guide. R. E. CLEMENTS 

COPPENS, J. (ed.): La notion bib/ique de Dieu. Le Dieu de la Bible et

le Dieu des philosophes (Bibliotheca Ephemeridum Theologicarum 
Lovaniensium, 41). 1976. Pp. 519, frontispiece. (Duculot, Gembloux; 
Leuven University Press. Price: B.Fr. 1,100) 

This volume contains the text of the papers read at the twenty-fifth in 
the series of Journees Bibliques at Louvain and begins with a long catena of 
jubilee addresses and surveys of the history of the Journees, some in 
French and others in Flemish (pp. 21-60). The twenty-three academic 
papers which follow, of which thirteen are in French, three in German and 
seven in English, are divided into three sections: God in the O.T., God in 
the N.T., and the God of the Bible and the God of the Philosophers. The 
papers in German and English are provided with brief summaries in 
French. The papers are a somewhat mixed bag: while they all have some 
bearing on the main theme of the volume, their contents range from the 
general survey to the particular point. Of the ten papers on the O.T. 
(pp. 63-228) the first two - J. Coppens (French) on God in the O.T. and 
H. Cazelles (French) on the God of the Yahwist and Elohist - are mainly
surveys of the present state of scholarship. On the other hand J. Lust 
(English, but with numerous printing errors) discusses Elijah at Mount 
Horeb and particularly the phrase qol d•miimii daqqii, which he renders 
by 'a roaring and thunderous voice'. N. Lohfink (German) discovers two 
strands in Deuteronomy which mark a progress from henotheism towards 
monotheism; W. Zimmerli (German) offers a survey of God in the teaching 
of the prophets; P. R. Ackroyd (English) in 'God and People in the 
Chronicler's Presentation of Ezra' suggests that the Chronicler's theology 
was not as static and complacent as has sometimes been supposed. 
Coppens in a second brief article considers the idea of sin against God 
alone mainly in connection with Ps. 51 :6. A. Barucq (French) on God in 
the O.T. wisdom literature argues against an over-schematic view of the 
development of wisdom thought from the pragmatic to the theological. 
M. Gilbert and M. Delcor (both in French) offer solid accounts of the
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knowledge of God in the Book of Wisdom and of the God of the apocalyp­
tists respectively. 
The N.T. section (pp. 231-398) contains many interesting contributions 
but little of direct interest to the O.T. specialist. The final section, however 
(pp. 401-50), contains three articles of which two - A. Gesche on the 
God of the Bible and speculative theology (French) and J. van der Veken, 
'Can the True God be the God of one Book?' - are of interest to theolo­
gians of the O.T. The volume concludes with a vast bibliography (pp. 
451-501) in which the items are arranged under eight main headings but
not otherwise in any kind of order, and an index of authors. 

R. N. WHYBRAY 

CZEGLEDY, K. and Ti:iKEI, F. (ed.): Acta Orientalia Academiae Scien­
tiarum Hungaricae, XXXI, fasc. 1 (pp. 1-146), fasc. 2 (pp. 147-278). 1977. 
(Akademiai Kiad6, Budapest. Price: $32.00 per volume) 

There is nothing about the O.T. in these fascicles, but A. Scheiber 
writes about some later Hebrew texts, and T. Ivanyi about Classical 
Arabic consonants. J. A. EMERTON 

DONNER, H., HANHART, R. and SMEND, R. (ed.): Beitriige zur Alt­
testamentlichen Theo/ogie. Festschrift fiir Walther Zimmerli zum 70. 
Geburtstag. 1977. Pp. 580, portrait. (Yandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Gottingen. 
Price: DM. 98.00) 

In this handsome volume presented to Professor Zimmerli on his 
70th birthday the tributes of an impressive array of scholars, European, 
North American and British, are collected. Of the 40 contributions to 
O.T. theology in the volume fourteen are on prophecy and the prophetic 
literature (appropriately, two on Ezekiel), one on the patriarchal narra­
tives, three on Deuteronomy, two on the books of Samuel, two on Psalms, 
one on Proverbs, one on Job, and one on apocalyptic. Eight are concerned 
with more general theological topics, five deal particularly with language 
and grammar, and an essay on an aspect of this-worldliness in the O.T. 
(eating and drinking) is matched by another on an aspect of this­
worldliness in the N.T. (household codes). The only British contributor 
(Professor Barr) has written an interesting article on the Hebrew word 
b•rit. W. McKANE

'En$tlslopedya Mi/srii'ith. Encyclopaedia Biblica. Thesaurus Rerum 
Biblicarum Alphabetico Ordine Digestus. Edd. Ins ti tu tum Bialik et Museum 
Antiquitatum ad Universitatem Hebraicam Hierosolymitanam Pertinens. 
Tomus Septimus. Qaath ad Shlishia. (Hebrew). 1976. Pp. xxvi, 720. 
(The Bialik Institute, Jerusalem. Price: Jsr. £140) 

The first two volumes of this encyclopaedia were noted in the Book 
List (B.L. 1951, p. 6 (= Eleven Years, p. 301) and B.L. 1954, p. 5 (= 
Eleven Years, p. 542)), but the subsequent volumes (published in 1958, 
1962, 1968 and 1971) appear to have been overlooked. It is chastening to 
reflect on the fact that the five volumes originally intended were once 
offered at an advance price of IL 26.00 ! The seventh volume maintains 
the high standards of scholarship and presentation established by its 
predecessors, with extensive bibliographies and many apt illustrations and 
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maps. It contains major articles on Burial, Qoheleth, Cyprus, Sacrifice, 
Medicine, Sabbath, Sumer and Judge; among shorter articles one on 
Biblical Concordances is worthy of note. As before there is particular 
strength in the coverage of historical and archaeological topics, where the 
articles often present the most up-to-date summary available. The some­
times unfamiliar treatment of O.T. religion and literature is also frequently 
illuminating. Throughout the bibliographies provide a most valuable 
guide not only to the subjects themselves but to the progress of Biblical 
scholarship in Israel. An eighth and final volume will contain the remain-
ing articles and indexes to the whole work. G. I. DAVIES

FABRY, H. J. (ed.): Bausteine biblischer Theologie. Festgabe Jiir 
G. Johannes Botterweck zum 60. Geburtstag dargebracht von seinen Schiilern
(Bonner Biblische Beitrage, 50). 1977. Pp. 369. (Peter Hanstein Verlag, 
Bonn. Price: DM. 86.00 (cloth); 58.50 (paper)) 

I. Johag examines the use of fol] in the O.T. and in ancient Near
Eastern treaties and covenants, M. Garg discusses the possibility of 
determining the etymology of Hebrew words by examining their use as 
loan words in Egyptian with b•rit as an example, H. Madi' considers 
the tradition history of sii'al be'lohim/ Yhwh with reference to the Yahweh 
war, B. Beck studies the use of biita/:z- 'trust', H. J. Fabry traces the 
development of so(! as a heavenly and ecclesiological term in the ancient 
Near East, the O.T. and Qumran, G. Giesen analyses the semantic field 
of sb' - 'swear'. R. Kiimpel suggests a pre- and post-Israelite history for 
Gen. 18 and argues that this text became a paradigm in the O.T. for en­
counters with God, P. Laaf discusses the history of the festival of Weeks, 
R. P. Merendino reconstructs the tradition history of Deut. 6, R. Kilian 
argues that from the outset Isaiah's message caused hardening (Isa. 6 :9 ff. is 
not a back-projection), J. P. Floss tests the Rossler/Richter word-order 
theory of Hebrew verbs with reference to Isa. 24, F. J. Helfmeyer and 
I. Cardellini consider respectively Isa. 26:19 and Hab. 4:1-3, H.F. Fuhs
reconstructs the tradition history of Amos 1 :l, W. T. in der Smitten 
considers the MT and LXX of Hab. 2:4. K. Gouders expounds the 
significance of the Exodus for the O.T. concept of salvation, P. Jocken 
denies that Habakkuk was a cultic prophet, F. J. Stendebach summarizes 
O.T. material on the nature of man, and G. Habets commends 'eschatolo­
gisches' as a term to describe a future act of God seen as a recapitulation 
or renewal of a past event. The depth and variety of these research essays 
will surely give pleasure to Professor Botterweck, and provide further 
stimulus to many scholars. J. w. ROGERSON

FEUILLET, A.: Etudes d'exegese et de theologie biblique. Ancien 
Testament. 1975. Pp. 523. (Gabalda, Paris. Price: Fr. 120.00) 

This is the first of a series of volumes containing reprints of a selection 
of the author's publications which originally appeared in journals and 
encyclopaedias. The author is perhaps better known as a N.T. specialist, 
but this volume, entirely devoted to the O.T., shows the breadth of his 
interests. Of the ten items in the volume, the first, which reproduces his 
introduction to the book of Isaiah from the Supplement au Dictionnaire 
de la Bible, is by far the most extensive (pp. 21-201). The other articles 
comprise an introduction to the book of Jonah from the same source, 
three articles on the Song of Songs, two further articles on Isaiah - one 
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on the 'messianic prophecies' in chapters 7, 9 and 11 and the 'Servant 
Songs' and one on 19:16-25 - one on Pss. 47, 93, 96-99, understood 
eschatologically as 'Psalms of the Reign of God', one on the Son of Man 
in Daniel and one (in Latin with a French summary) written as a pre­
paratory paper for the Second Vatican Council on the so-called mariolo­
gical prophecies in the O.T. The dates of composition range from 1947 to 
1971 and there has been no updating either of contents or of bibliography. 
But the volume is an example of sober, well-informed Catholic exegesis 
whose tendency to emphasize the eschatological dimension of the O.T. 
and its role as a basis for N.T. exegesis and Christian theology is not 
allowed to outweigh the need for objective critical judgement. 

R. N. WHYBRAY 

FRIEDRICH, G. (ed.): Theologisches Worterbuch zum Neuen Testament 
(begun by G. Kittel). Band x (Register). Lieferungen 6-8, 9-11, 12-14. 
1976-1977. Pp. 192 for each triple Lieferung. (Kohlhammer, Stuttgart. 
Price: DM. 54.00 for each triple Lieferung) 

The Index Volume (see B.L. 1977, p. 12, and 1978, p. 16 for the 
English Index Volume) seems now to be complete but for one final Lie­
ferung. The final bound volume is, therefore, not yet available. The 
contents so far are as follows: Lieff. 6-8: index of German words comple­
ted; O.T. references begun; Lieff. 9-11: O.T. references completed; 
references to Apocrypha, Pseudepigrapha, and Qumran; N.T. references 
begun; Lieff. 12-14: N.T. references almost completed. 

N. W. PORTEOUS 

GALLING, K. (ed.): Biblisches Reallexikon (BRL2). 2., neugestaltete 
Auflage (H.A.T., Erste Reihe, Band 1). 1977. Pp. xvr, 388, 93 illustrations, 
2 folding maps. (Mohr, Tiibingen. Price: DM. 96.00) 

The first edition of the Biblisches Reallexikon appeared in 1937. In 
the intervening years archaeology has made a valuable contribution to our 
knowledge of the Near East. This entirely new edition has been produced 
in order to incorporate this new information. Those acquainted with the 
first edition will be aware of the wide variety of topics covered, and the 
field of study is much too extensive for an attempt to be made to assess 
any of the articles in a short review. BRL2 commences with Ackerwirtschaft 
and ends with Ziegel. Each article is well documented, and at the end of 
each there is an up-to-date bibliography. The very exhaustive index at the 
end of the volume will prove helpful. The volume is beautifully produced, 
and Prof. Galling and his team of workers are to be congratulated for 
providing us with such a comprehensive volume. E. R. ROWLANDS

HYLDAHL, N. and NIELSEN, E. (ed.): Hi/sen ti! Noack. Fra kolleger 
og medarbejdere til Bent Noack pa 60-arsdagen d. 22. august 1975. 1975. 
Pp. 244. (Gad, Copenhagen. Price: D.Kr. 120.00) 

This Festschrift for Bent Noack, Professor of N.T. exegesis at the 
University of Copenhagen from 1955 to 1977, contains sixteen articles on 
biblical subjects together with a bibliography and a tabula gratulatoria. 
The articles on the O.T. are as follows: J. H. Gr0nbrek, 'Om forholdet 
mellem historie og eskatologi hos de klassiske profeter' ('On the relation 
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between history and eschatology in the classical prophets'), S. Holm­
Nielsen, 'Gammeltestamentlig exegese som teologisk disciplin' ('O.T. 
exegesis as a theological discipline'), B. Mogensen, 'Profeterne, kulten og 
visdommen' ('Prophets, cult and wisdom'), E. Nielsen, ' "Du ma ikke 
binde munden ti! pa en okse, nar den trersker" ' (' "Thou shalt not muzzle 
the ox when he treadeth out the corn" '), B. Otzen, 'Gammeltestamentlig 
visdoms litteratur og dualistik trenkning i Senj0dedommen' ('O.T. wisdom 
literature and dualistic thinking in Judaism'), and B. Salomonsen, 
'Rabbi lsma'el som exseget' ('Rabbi Isma'el as exegete'). 

E. HAMMERSHAIMB 

Internationale Zeitschrifienschau fur Bibe/wissenschaft und Grenzge­
biete. Vol. 23 (1976/7). Pp. xiv, 398. (Patmos Verlag, Diisseldorf. Price: 
DM. 128.00) 

The reviewer's privately purchased copy of this hitherto indispensable 
review of articles, but (with a few exceptions) not books on biblical and 
related subjects was sent to him by a reputable British bookseller together 
with a bill for £33.40. It may well be that this is one of the reasons for the 
decision of the Catholic Biblical Association of America to launch in 
1978 their new publication Old Testament Abstracts, supplementing their 
already well established New Testament Abstracts. From 1978, therefore, 
O.T. scholars should be able to obtain information about all significant 
publications in their field, both articles and books, by purchasing this 
Book List together with Old Testament Abstracts, at a total cost of some­
thing like £11 or $17. This is a point well worth bearing in mind. Mean­
while the I.Z.B.G. continues to provide an exhaustive survey of biblical 
periodical literature with a total of 2,928 entries. Coverage of books 
(mainly general works) continues to be minimal and erratic: for example, 
this Book List is now mentioned (no. 2,816), but not the Botterweck-
Ringgren T.W.A.T. R. N. WHYBRAY 

JAROS, K.: Sichem. Eine archiiologische und religionsgeschichtliche 
Studie mit besonderer Beriicksichtigung von Jos 24 (Orbis Biblicus et 
Orientalis, 11). 1976. Pp. 280 including 89 pages of maps, plans and 
plates. (Universitiitsverlag Freiburg, Switzerland; Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht, Gottingen. Price: DM. 48.00) 

Both Shechem itself and the account in Jos. 24 have been important 
features in the 'Amphictyony Theory'. Now, when this theory is being 
questioned more and more, the method of approach in this book will 
perhaps do much towards solving some of the problems surrounding the 
traditions relating to the early history of Israel. The author first considers 
Shechem from an archaeological viewpoint, sifting the evidence from 
both the German and American excavations. He then examines Shechem 
as it occurs in biblical texts and extra-biblical texts. After this he considers 
the evidence collectively, seeking further developments and the inter­
pretation of results. Finally he looks at Jos. 24:1-28, giving a short survey 
of the methods of approach used (Formgeschichte etc.) in studying the 
chapter. All the classic methods are used in his archaeological and religious­
historical approach which, he claims, is often a corrective for other 
methods. This method could be of help in the dating of biblical traditions. 

J. R. DUCKWORTH 
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Seisho ni okeru Kotoba to Densho (Words and Traditions in the 
Bible) (Annual of the Japanese Biblical Institute; Seisho-Gaku Ronshii, 
12). 1977. Pp. 203. (Yamamoto Shoten, Tokyo. Price: ¥2,000) 

Four articles are related to the O.T. 'Problems of the apodictic law 
in recent Old Testament studies' (K. K. Sacon), a critical survey, points 
out the need to overcome the confusion in the usage of the term and to 
re-examine Ait's original intention. 'A tradition-history ofNum. 20:1-13' 
(F. Kohata) detects three stages of transformational development within 
P, based on a self-conscious application of the method of transformational 
grammar. 'A memorandum concerning "fear of God" in Qohelet' (T. 
Nishimura), a rather strict application of the semiology of R. Barth to the 
world of Qohelet, suggests that the concept should be classified not as an 
old revelation-code but as a new connotation-code. 'On the songs of the 
"foe from the north" in Jeremiah' (T. Odazima) arranges the reconstructed 
six songs (4:15-17a, 19-21; 4:5-8; 4:13; 4:29-31; 6:1-5; 6:22b-26) 
according to the direction from north to south and takes their formal 
feature of lament following attack as a disclosure of a private nature 
made when Jeremiah withdrew from public life at the time of Josiah's 
extension of his power from south to north. K. K. SAcoN 

SEKINE, M.: Kyuyaku-Seisho-Gaku to tomo ni (Living with Old 
Testament Studies). 2 vols. Pp. 227, 219. (Yamamoto Shoten, Tokyo. 
Price: ¥1,400 each) 

The twenty-one articles and five reviews written by the author between 
1969 and 1976 (together with one written in 1964) are now collected in two 
volumes. Subjects and themes cover a wide range. Six essays, including 
a translation of his study on the north-west Semitic languages published 
in JSS 18, 1973, may be classified as linguistic study, three, among them 
his study on Josiah's reform from VT22, 1972, as sociological study based 
on Weber's methodology, and five as studies of Israelite thought and 
history of thought. The author's methodology is shown most clearly in 
'Linguistic, literary and sociological studies' (1976), where he proposes, 
on the one hand, to re-think literary-critical study on the analogy of the 
modern linguistic concept of levels and to understand a literary stratum as 
the product of the thought of a social stratum confronting a particular 
historical situation. An example is seen in his article on Elisha (AJBI I, 
1975). K. K. SACON 

SHEPHERD, M. H., Jr: The Psalms in Christian Worship. A Practical 
Guide. 1976. Pp. 128. (Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis. Price: 
$3.95) 

This concise but comprehensive survey begins with a simple account 
of the formal structure of Hebrew poetry, psalm types, the structure and 
growth of the Psalter and its use in the Temple and the Synagogue. The 
three remaining chapters deal with aspects of the main theme: Psalmody 
in the Church's Liturgy (including a brief reference to the Reformation 
and to metrical psalmody); Psalmody in the Daily Offices; and the Rene­
wal of Psalmody Today. There are 13 pages of notes, 4 of classified 
general bibliography and 7 listing musical settings. It is an excellent, 
compact introduction to the subject; but perhaps metrical psalmody could 
have been given more space. A reference to the important and attractive 
work of Millar Patrick would have been welcome. G. w. ANDERSON
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SMEND, R. (ed.): Alttestamentliche Beitriige (Evangelische Theologie, 
37. Jahrgang, Heft 3). 1977. Pp. 209-304. (Kaiser Verlag, Munich. Price:
DM. 10.00 (annual sub. DM. 49.00)) 

This special issue of the journal Evangelische Theologie, devoted 
entirely to O.T. subjects, contains six essays of which all but one are in the 
nature of extended review-essays of specific themes. H. Seebass writes on 
the Promise to the Patriarchs, with special reference to C. Westermann's 
recent study of this subject. L. Schmidt writes on the Yahwist and H. 
Klein on the Elohist in the light of recent Pentateuchal criticism. W. H. 
Schmidt reviews work on Isaiah in a study of the unity of the prophet's 
preaching. H. W. Wolff writes on Obadiah and H.-P. Millier covers a 
number of recent studies relating to the book of Job. Altogether the 
collection is a most useful one. R. E. CLEMENTS 

Studii Biblici Franciscani Liber Annuus XXVI. 1976. Pp. 340 + 1-80 
(figs and plates), other figs in text. (Franciscan Printing Press, Jerusalem. 
Price: $15.00) 

This volume contains, apart from news and information about the 
activities of the Studium Biblicum, nine articles: two in Spanish, four in 
Italian, two in English and one in French. It is dominated by a long article 
(pp. 31-120) in Spanish by L. Diez Merino on references to crucifixion in 
intertestamental literature and the N.T. The various terms used are 
fully discussed. The apparent contradiction in the literature regarding the 
authority given by the Romans to the Jews to condemn to death is ex­
plained either as referring to different Jewish parties or as showing that 
the Romans did not always consistently apply their own regulations. 
Articles by E. Testa in Italian on Judaeo-Christian beliefs about the 
location of hell and purgatory and by M. Piccirillo in Italian describing a 
LB II tomb found at Mafraq in Jordan are also of interest to Book List 
readers. Otherwise the volume is devoted mainly to the archaeology of 
later periods. Among the illustrations one cannot forbear to mention the 
magnificent mosaics in the Church of Moses the Prophet on Mount 
Nebo. R. N. WHYBRAY 

ULLENDORFF, E.: Is Biblical Hebrew a Language? Studies in Semitic 
Languages and Civilizations. 1977. Pp. xiii, 394, 9 plates. (Harrassowitz, 
Wiesbaden. Price: DM. 96.00) 

The impressive wide range and the profundity of Professor Ullen­
dorff's scholarship are well brought out in this useful collection of articles 
and reviews, grouped under four headings, Hebrew and Old Testament, 
Ugaritic, Semitics, and Ethiopia. The first section contains reprints of the 
following: 'Is Biblical Hebrew a Language?', 'C'est de l'hebreu pour moi !', 
'Old Testament Languages', 'The knowledge of languages in the Old 
Testament', 'The construction of Noah's Ark', 'The Greek letters of the 
Copper Scroll', 'Thought categories in the Hebrew Bible', 'Modern 
Hebrew as a subject of linguistic investigation', and reviews of Barr's 
Comparative Philology and Steiner's After Babel. The value of the book is 
greatly enhanced by the provision of a series of detailed indices. 

S.P. BROCK 
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VANEL, A. (ed.): L'Ancien Testament: approches et lectures. Des pro­
cedures de travail a la theologie (Le Point Theologique, 24). 1977. Pp. 207. 
(Beauchesne, Paris. Price: Fr. 24.00) 

Almost all the essays in this volume are by theological students at the 
Institut Catholique in Paris who studied Pentateuchal questions as a 
group under the direction of Professor J. Briend. As Professor A. Vane! 
points out in the preface, their aim is to promote a fuller understanding of 
the theological meaning of the O.T.; but their immediate concern is with 
critical methodology as a means to that end. Most of the contributors are 
convinced structuralists, and four of the essays are primarily essays in struc­
tural exegesis: a purely theoretical essay entitled 'Carre logique et carre 
semiotique' (F. Bousquet) and three studies of passages in Genesis: 'Que se 
passe-t-il en Genese 18 ?' (J.P. Klein), 'Le combat de Jacob (Gen. 32: 23-
33)' (X. Durand) and 'une lecture de Genese 22' (A. Galy). All these leave 
the present reviewer wondering precisely what the exercise has contributed 
to his understanding of the texts in question. Other methods, however, 
are also represented in the volume, as their titles indicate: 'Parole de Dieu 
et prophetes d'Amos a Ezechiel' (J. L. Blaquart), 'Du rituel sacrificiel au 
sacrifice biblique' (X. Durand) (in which gift and communion are seen as 
the two basic types of Israelite sacrifice); 'Le sacrifice d' Abraham (Gen. 22)' 
(0. Sarda) (a second study of that chapter which considers its various 
levels of interpretation); and finally the two most stimulating of all the 
contributions: 'Un repas d'alliance? Lecture d'Ex 24,1-2.9-11' (D. 
Dore) in which it is argued that this episode was originally simply the 
account of an invitation to a meal without covenantal connotations; and 
'Le Decalogue. Des sources d'un Droit a l'origine du peuple de Dieu' 
(D. Sentucq) in which the Decalogue is understood as a document com­
posed to meet the needs of the newly formed nation of Israel, summarizing 
general legal principles already implicit in earlier clan customs. The 
quality of the contributions is uneven, but there is some interesting 
material here. R. N. WHYBRAY 

VAN DER WounE, A. S. (ed.): Instruction and Interpretation. Studies in 
Hebrew Language, Palestinian Archaeology and Biblical Exegesis. Papers 
read at the Joint British-Dutch Old Testament Conference held at Louvain, 
1976 (Oudtestamentische Studien, xx). 1977. Pp. 129. (Brill, Leiden. 
Price: Fl. 68.00) 

This is a very mixed bag. H. A. Brangers attempts to distinguish 
different types of 'Fasting in Israel in Biblical and Post-Biblical Times'. 
F. F. Bruce looks for 'The Oldest Greek Version of Daniel' and J. A. 
Emerton investigates once more 'The Etymology of histal:iawah', both 
with inconclusive results. C. H. J. de Geus in 'Kadesh Barnea: Some 
Geographical and Historical Remarks' commits himself a little more: 
'There is no convincing reason why Kadesh Barnea should not be identi­
fied with 'Ain Qdeis' (p. 66). J. W. Rogerson in 'The Old Testament View 
of Nature: Some Preliminary Questions' offers a characteristically refresh­
ing challenge to accepted ideas: 'in the matter of the experience of the 
natural world, the difference between the Old Testament experience and 
modern experience has been exaggerated' (p. 68). A. Schoors in 'Isaiah, 
the Minister of Royal Anointment?' assembles somewhat scanty clues to 
suggest that 'Isaiah appears to be a court prophet, a late successor to 
Nathan' (p. 107), charged with the function of anointing Judaean kings 
on their accession. A. S. van der Woude in 'The Book of Nahum: A Letter 
Written in Exile' argues that the problems of the book of Nahum are 
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soluble only on the assumption that Nahum was a northern Israelite who 
'belonged to the exiles who lived in Assyria' and that the book is 'a letter 
written in exile ... to encourage the depressed branch of the Lord's 
people still dwelling in the promised land' (p. 124). There is good material 
in this volume; but, now that many libraries are no longer automatically 
subscribing wholesale to series of this kind, one wonders how much there 
is to be said for publishing such small collections of articles at two or 
three times the price of the average fascicle in the standard journals. 

R. N. WHYBRAY 

2. ARCHAEOLOGY AND EPIGRAPHY

AHARONI, Y.: Investigations at Lachish. The Sanctuary and the 
Residency. (Lachish V) (Tel Aviv University Publications of the Institute 
of Archaeology, 4). 1975. Pp. xi, 114, 63 plates. (Gateway Publishers, 
Tel Aviv. Price: $29.50) 

Excavations were made in 1966 and 1968 to examine the supposed 
similarity in plan of the 'Solar Shrine' found by J. Starkey and the Arad 
shrine Aharoni unearthed. The Solar Shrine, here called Temple 106, is 
re-dated to c. 200 B.c. and another structure (R/Q/S 15/16 of Lachish III 

146-49) is considered its predecessor. Trenches were cut (o search for
remains of earlier shrines in the area. To the west were found walls and a 
street of Stratum III, a terrace of Stratum IV, and beneath that a small 
room with benches containing a massebah, a stone altar, and pottery 
incense burners like those of Megiddo. Charred olive wood is thought to 
have been an asherah. A small terraced area nearby is called a high 
place. Here is claimed to be evidence for 'a tradition oflsraelite-Yahwistic 
worship at Lachish from the very inception of its Israelite settlement 
until . .. the first half of the 2nd century' B.C. Further studies assign the 
Residency to the Assyrian period, argue for the destruction of Stratum 
III by Sennacherib (A. F. Rainey, supporting Aharoni), examine Judah's 
political status under Assyria, with comment on Manasseh's captivity 
(M. Elat), and describe the objects found. This is a provocative report, 
demanding careful evaluation of the historical and religious claims 
interwoven in the presentation of primary archaeological evidence. 

A. R. MILLARD 

AMIRAN, R. with BECK, P. and ZEVULUN, U.: Ancient Pottery of the 
Holy Land from its Beginnings in the Neolithic Period to the End of the 
Iron Age. 1970. Pp. 306, 349 photographs, 101 sketch-plates, 1 colour 
plate, endmaps. (Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick, N.J. Price : 
$20.00) 

The original Hebrew edition (B.L. 1964, p. 18; Decade, p. 486) 
was a landmark in the descriptive use of Hebrew in this field. Now, thanks 
to its publication - and in an improved form - as the first of a series of 
translations of Israeli archaeological works accepted by this press, its 
qualities as a lasting contribution to its specialized subject can be appre­
ciated by a much wider circle. Its inclusiveness and standardized drawings 
will ensure its continued usefulness for many years, although, like all such 
books, it can never reflect the latest knowledge in all areas. If Franken's 
new methodology is accepted, some radical reappraisal will become 
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necessary across the board. Meanwhile the conventional method is here 
excellently portrayed, and a word of appreciation of the skill of the 
translators, Mrs I. Pommerantz and Mrs M. Man, is certainly in order. 

D.R. AP-THOMAS 

BURNEY, C.: From Village to Empire. An Introduction to Near Eastern 
Archaeology. 1977. Pp. 224, Date Chart, 32 colour plates, 164 black and 
white illustrations. (Phaidon Press, Oxford. Price: £7.95 (cloth); £5.95 
(paper)) 

Seven chapters make up this survey: 1 describes the Neolithic Revolu­
tion in the Near East, 2 and 3 the first empires of Babylonia, 4 the Chalco­
Iithic and Bronze Ages in the Levant, 5 the same eras in Anatolia and 
Iran, 6 the age of the Assyrian Empire, 7 the time from the fall of Assyria 
until the advent of Cyrus. The author ranges from Troy to Susa, and 
occasionally further afield. Famous sites and discoveries are set in their 
contexts, and balanced by accounts of lesser-known areas (notably 
Urartu and Iran, where the author has worked). Palestine, naturally, 
occupies a small proportion of the whole, but is not ignored. Unlike some 
archaeologists, the author makes use of textual sources to build a fuller 
picture than the artefacts alone supply. Text and pictures combine to make 
this a fine introduction to the field. Although obviously compressed, and in 
some parts rather superficial, it well achieves the author's aim of presenting 
the wide variety of discoveries which is essential before theories of cultural 
or national development are propounded. All O.T. students ought to 
have such knowledge as a background to the history of Israel, and this 
volume will serve to introduce them to it. A. R. MILLARD 

CoOGAN, M. D.: West Semitic Personal Names in the Murasu Docu­
ments (Harvard Semitic Monographs, 7). 1976. Pp. xiii, 142. (Scholars 
Press, Missoula, Montana for the Harvard Semitic Museum. Price: $5.60 
(members �4.00)) 

A full-scale study of the West Semitic names found on more than 
600 published tablets from the archives of the house of Murasu ( discovered 
in 1893 at Nippur) has not been undertaken before. After a short Intro­
duction (ch. I) the author in ch. rr isolates the West Semitic names and 
offers a complete list of them. Ch. III is a lexical study of the theophorous, 
and ch. rv of the non-theophorous, elements in these names. Ch. v deals 
with grammatical matters (orthography, phonology, morphology and 
syntax). Ch. VI examines the genealogical data contained in the documents 
and attempts to see the names in a larger onomastic context. This mono­
graph is of considerable interest for biblical onomastic research, for the 
study of the early Diaspora, and for the advancement of our knowledge 
of Neo-Babylonian scribal techniques. P. WERNBERG-M0LLER

DIETRTCH, M., LORETZ, 0. and SANMARTIN, J.: Die keilalphabetischen 
Texte aus Ugarit. Einschliess/ich der keilalphabetischen Texte ausserhalb 
Ugarits. Tei! I. Transkription (A.O.A.T., 24). 1976. Pp. XIX, 507. (Butzon 
& Bercker, Kevelaer; Neukirchener Verlag, Neukirchen-Vluyn. Price: 
DM. 115.00) 

This is an electronically produced edition of all the alphabetic cunei­
form tablets found at Ugarit between 1929 and 1971 (many of them pub­
lished here for the first time) by French excavators under the direction of 
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C. F. A. Schaeffer who has written a preface to the work. The alphabetic
cuneiform tablets discovered in 1972 will be published separately in 
Ugaritica VII by Professor Caquot. After a careful re-examination of the 
originals (wherever this was possible) a large number of new readings is 
proposed, though no indication is given of where they differ from earlier 
readings. The texts are grouped according to contents, and it is to be 
hoped that the numbering proposed here will be adopted by scholars in the 
future (Herdner's arrangement of the first 25 texts has been preserved). 
This new edition is bound to become an indispensable tool. A second 
volume will contain copies of the hitherto unpublished texts, and photo­
graphs of all the texts; a new Ugaritic dictionary based on the readings 
published here will also appear before long, followed by translations of 
the major texts with extensive commentaries. The entire project is finan­
cially supported by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft which also 
made it possible to secure the help of Dr Sanmartin who assisted in the 
preparation of the texts for publication. P. WERNBERG-M0LLER

DRIVER, G. R.: Semitic Writing from Pictograph to Alphabet (The 
Schweich Lectures of the British Academy, 1944). Newly revised edition, 
edited by S. A. Hopkins. 1976. Pp. xviii, 276, 109 figs, 66 plates. (Oxford 
University Press for the British Academy. Price: £12.00) 

Because Driver did not revise this work after 1967 (see p. vi), the last 
exciting decade of research into ancient Semitic writing, culminating in 
the recent discoveries at Deir Allah and Ibla, is not documented here. 
Even so it is fascinating to read how Driver's darting mind related the 
previous decade's work to almost every section of this book, which was 
last revised in 1954. (On the first edition (1948) see B.L. 1949, p. 10 
(Eleven Years, p. 173); on the 1954 edition see B.L. 1955, p. 16 (Eleven 
Years, p. 649)). He did not change the main text but considerably expanded 
the notes. Now hidden there in small print are his thoughts about perennial 
questions like why people wrote from right to left (pp. 229-31), and 
whether the names of the Hebrew letters really describe their shape 
(pp. 260-62). Here too are his reactions to the discovery of the important 
Ugaritic-Akkadian 'bilingual alphabet' (pp. 262-66) and the writing 
boards from Nimrud (pp. 225-27). The earlier notes on the acrostic 
Psalms 9-10 have been considerably expanded (pp. 275 f.) and his new 
translation of Job 31 :35-37 (cf. NEB) is explained (pp. 206 f.). It may be 
annoying to have references with inadequate bibliographical information 
(the year of publication is hardly ever noted) and to have to read among 
the footnotes the outlines of whole new sections of his arguments, but 
seldom does one see such a brilliant amalgam of epigraphy, archaeology, 
philology and exegesis. The proofs of the volume were corrected by 
Driver before his death and they were seen through the final stages of 
publication by the editor. M. E. J. RICHARDSON

FINLEY, M. I. (ed.): Atlas of Classical Archaeology. 1977. Pp. 256, 
numerous maps, plans and illustrations. (Chatto & Windus, London. 
Price: £8.50) 

This is more a gazetteer than an atlas and, being a generously illust­
rated non-technical volume dealing with an area stretching from Iberia 
to Bactria and Britain to Egypt, it is necessarily very selective. Ninety­
eight pictorially interesting sites each have a succinct word-picture, a plan 
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and at least one photograph. In Palestine the places described and illust­
rated in nine pages by G. W. Bowersock of Harvard are Gerasa, Caesarea, 
Jerusalem, Masada, Petra and Avdat. The book gives an interesting overall 
sketch of the spread of classical civilization over some 1,500 years, and the 
references to further reading on each site treated will enable the reader 
to deepen his knowledge. D.R. AP-THOMAS

FLEMING, S.: Dating in Archaeology. A Guide to Scientific Techniques. 
1976. Pp. 272, numerous figures and plates. (J. M. Dent & Sons, London. 
Price: £8.95) 

The establishing of absolute chronology is of obvious importance 
in reconstructing the past and this book outlines the various techniques 
by which such chronology may be achieved. The author has 'sought to 
direct the general reader's attention to the pith of each dating technique 
and then make him aware of the complications and limitations researchers 
in each field have encountered'. This is a good book, clearly written, well 
and copiously illustrated. An opening chapter explains context strati­
graphy and region-to-region linkage, going on to show how relative 
chronology can be translated into absolute chronology. There is also an 
interesting chapter on the application of new scientific techniques to 
art history. A good bibliography provides for those who wish to go 
further into this important subject. This book will be useful not only to 
the archaeologist but to all whose subjects or interests involve the past and 
its chronology. J. R. DUCKWORlH 

FREEDMAN, D. N. (ed.): Ancient Synagogue Excavations at Khirbet 
Shema', Upper Galilee, Israel, 1970-1972 (Annual of the American 
Schools of Oriental Research, Vol. 42). 1976. Pp. xxvii, 297 including 
numerous figs. and plans and 176 pages of plates and 64 of photographs. 
(Duke University Press for the A.S.O.R. Price: $27.95 (members $20.00)) 

This excellently produced site report gives the results of three seasons 
of excavation at Khirbet Shema', about 10 km west of Safed in Upper 
Galilee. The earliest occupation dates from Hasmonean times, but it 
was not until the late third century A.D. (Stratum m) that sufficient num­
bers had settled at the site to require the building of a place of worship: 
Synagogue 1. It had a short history but a second synagogue was built 
with the same basic ground plan (Stratum iv). This in turn was destroyed 
in the earthquake of A.D. 419 which brought to an end the life of the 
community. After a slow start village life did pick up somewhat but 
faded out completely in the Arab period. Strata III and rv have thrown 
fresh light on the development of synagogue building, and the work done 
at this site has given us a glimpse of life in the period during which the 
Palestinian Talmud was being born. Its importance can not be gainsaid. 

J. R. DUCKWORlH 

GRAYSON, A. K. (ed.): Assyrian Royal Inscriptions. Part 2. From 
Tiglath-pileser I to Ashur-nasir-apli Il (Records of the Ancient Near 
East, Vol. u, Part 2). 1976. Pp. xix, 211. (Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden. 
Price: DM. 84.00) 

Part 1, published in 1972, translated earlier texts; here we reach the 
end of the Middle Assyrian period with Tiglath-pileser I's marches to 
Lebanon and skirmishes with Aramaeans, the dark age contemporary 
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with David and Solomon, and the rise of the New Assyrian empire which 
was to make its power felt by the Hebrews. Grayson gives readable and 
reliable renderings of all but the most fragmentary inscriptions of each 
king, with introductory notes telling provenance, material, present 
location, and previous publication for each. Footnotes justify certain 
translations. The continuity of style over two, three, or more centuries, 
noted at several junctures, is an important detail for literary criticism, 
both in Assyrian studies and further afield. Since 1927 D. D. Luckenbill's 
Ancient Records of Assyria has been the standard collection. When 
Grayson's work is complete it will replace Luckenbill, both by its more 
up-to-date understanding of the language, and by inclusion of more 
recent discoveries. It is a welcome source-book for all students of the 
ancient Near East. A. R. MILLARD 

GUTMANN, J. (ed.): The Temple of Solomon. Archaeological Fact and 
Medieval Tradition in Christian, Islamic and Jewish Art (Religion and 
the Arts, 3). 1976. Pp. x, 198, including 39 plates. (Scholars Press, Missoula, 
Montana for the American Academy of Religion and the Society of 
Biblical Literature. Price: $6.00 (cloth); $4.50 (paper) (sub. $5.00 and 
$3.50)) 

Of these five papers the first in particular will interest students of the 
O.T. J. Ouellette, in 'The basic structure of Solomon's temple and archaeo­
logical research' (pp. 3-20, plates 1-6) comments on tlu·ee problems in 
academic attempts to reconstruct Solomon's temple. (1) The question of 
the written sources and their value is briefly raised. (2) The 'hasty parallels' 
drawn between Solomon's temple and other sanctuaries, particularly at 
Arad and Hazor, are criticized; it is allowed that the Tell Tainat building 
presents a fairly close parallel. (3) Ouellette discusses the relationship 
of the pillars Jachin and Boaz to the ulam, arguing (cf. his articles in 
RB 76 (1969), pp. 365-78 and BIJS 2 (1974), pp. 99-102) that the pillars 
were not free-standing in front of the building but were part of the porch 
as in the bit bilani type of portico and as at Tell Tainat. Ouellette points 
also to Arad where 'two stone bases were found flanking the entrance to 
the hekhal, in that part of the courtyard which served in lieu of an ulam'. 
(For something similar at Buseirah see Levant 9 (1977) 5 f.). This is a 
useful and well documented essay. J. R. BARTLETT 

HAAS, W. (ed.): Writing Without Letters (Mont Follick series, 4). 
1976. Pp. viii, 216, numerous figures and tables. (Manchester University 
Press. Price: £4.50) 

This book sets out to survey systems of pictographic and non alpha­
betic writing and to consider classifications and typologies for writing 
systems in general. E. Pulgram's primary concern is the evolution of 
writing-systems; W. C. Brice surveys the characteristic features of non­
phonetic writing; E. Grumach criticizes severely the widely accepted 
reading of the Linear B tablets; J. Barr discusses the problems connected 
with the reading of texts written without vowels; M. A. French analyses 
the Chinese system of writing. The editor contributes a final essay in which 
he examines the various options for writing and proposes a comprehen­
sive typology. Professor Barr's article is, of course, of particular interest to 
students of Hebrew. P. WERNBERG-M0LLER
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HOFTIJZER, J. and VAN DER KooIJ, G.: Aramaic Texts from Deir 
'Alla (Documenta et Monumenta Orientis Antiqui, xix). 1976. Pp. xii, 
324, 33 plates (8 in colour), 5 figures. (Brill, Leiden. Price: Fl. 184.00) 

In 1967 Dutch excavators unearthed fragments of plaster bearing an 
inscription in black and red ink. H. J. Franken describes the discovery, 
and dates the find about 700 B.c. After painstaking conservation of the 
plaster, which may have coated a stele, van der Kooij has made a minute 
study of each letter or trace of ink, and of the script, which he presents 
here. On the basis of that work, Hoftijzer gives a first edition of the text. 
Although very fragmentary it will excite interest for years; it reports a 
prophecy given by Balaam son of Beor, announcing doom on the inatten­
tive from the hands of a goddess sgr (known from Ugarit and in Punic). 
Other deities named are El, Ashtar, sdyn gods (compared with Job 
19:29), and fr" (perhaps a sacred gate). The last is named on a stone 
inscribed 'bnsr", probably a weight rather than a sacred stone as implied 
by Franken, and on a jar (zy fr"). The language is apparently an early 
Aramaic dialect with distinctive features: there occur a Niph'al theme, 
'waw consecutive' with 'imperfective' verbs in past sense, the emphatic 
noun ending only once. This is a lavish first edition of a major docu-
ment. A. R. MILLARD 

KITCHEN, K. A.: The Bible in its World. The Bible and Archaeology 

Today. 1977. Pp. 168, 3 maps. (Paternoster Press, Exeter. Price: £2.20) 

Much detailed information, full notes and bibliography show the 
author's knowledge of archaeological background to the biblical period. 
The book is heavily weighted to the earlier periods, including 20 pages on 
Ebia - usefully done, putting aspects of the discoveries there in perspec­
tive. But, as in Kitchen's earlier writings, it is tragic to see the misuse of 
archaeological information, the jibes at critical scholarship, and the spec­
ious way in which difficult evidence is circumvented. The author's pre­
supposition, never explicitly stated, that the Bible must be true, makes 
him confident that the incompleteness of archaeological evidence always 
leaves room for new discoveries which will confirm. He has no under­
standing of the significance of the evolution of the biblical material in a 
religious community. This is typical material for the confirmation of 
already held fundamentalist views. P. R. ACKROYD 

LANDES, G. M. (ed.): Report on Archaeological work at Suwwiinet 
eth-Thaniya, Tananir, and Khirbet Minl;a (Munl;ata) (Bulletin of the 
American Schools of Oriental Research Supplemental Studies, 21). 
1975. Pp. vii, 117, numerous figures and plates. (Scholars Press, Missoula, 
Montana, for the A.S.O.R. Price: $10.00 (members $6.00)) 

Three unrelated excavations are here reported in detail. Suwwiinet 
eth-Thaniya is an eroded tell 2.8 km north of modern Jericho. Six small 
trenches revealed a first century A.D. cistern and coin, some scrappy 
remains of two phases of Iron IIB dwellings, and evidence of late Chalco­
lithic occupation. Landes notes that there is nothing to suggest that this 
site was ancient Gilgal. R. G. Boling's 'Excavations at Tananir 1968' adds 
substantially to our knowledge of the Mt Gerizim site interpreted by 
Welter and Sellin as a sanctuary. Re-excavation shows that the site 
contains an earlier building, B, in two phases (1650--1625, 1625-1600 B.c.), 



30 ARCHAEOLOGY AND EPIGRAPHY 

and building A, also in two phases (c. 1600----1550, 1550----1543 B.c.). The 
report, detailed and well illustrated, is nevertheless not always easy to 
follow, and questions remain unanswered (e.g., the relationship of wall 
166 to the foundations of wall 502). Clear diagrams of the different phases 
would help the reader. Though the evidence is not overwhelming, Boling 
accepts the sanctuary interpretation and the similarity with the Amman 
building; but see V. Fritz, ZDPV 87 (1971) 140-52. There is no discussion 
of the relationship of this building to the site of Shechem, 300 metres 
away. The third report describes three collective burials of MB IIB, 

c. 1750----1700 B.c., in the northern Jordan valley, and argues that those
buried were from a semi-nomadic group entering Palestine from the 
north, preserving their older burial practice of exposing the dead and 
later depositing skulls and long bones in a common grave. 

J. R. BARTLETT 

LAPERROUSAZ, E.-M.: Qoumran. L'etablissement essenien des bards 
de la Mer Morie. Histoire et archeologie du site. 1976. Pp. xiii, 270, 2 
photographs, 2 maps, 37 figures, 6 plans. (Picard, Paris. Price: Fr. 120.00) 

The author, an archaeologist and 'qoumranologue' who participated 
in the 1954 season of excavations, offers a systematic description and 
evaluation of the Qumran finds. The data are in general reproduced 
directly from R. de Vaux's preliminary reports and his Schweich Lectures, 
but are here and there interpreted in the light of Laperrousaz's own theories. 
Two of these require special mention. Firstly, he suggests that the evacua­
tion of the Qumran site at the end of Period rn occurred in 67-63 B.c. and 
its reoccupation during the reign of Herod the Great. According to 
common opinion the first event is to be dated to 31 B.c. (Judaean earth­
quake) and the second to the time of Archelaus. Secondly, he attributes 
the deposits of animal bones discovered among the ruins to two attacks on 
the establishment during feast-days in 63 B.c. and A.D. 68. Neither of 
these theses appears to demand immediate assent. It should also be noted 
that the author understands the Copper Scrolls as a list of treasures hidden 
during the Bar Kokhba revolution. On page 229 we are told that the dating 
of the sect's persecution to the time of Pompey is adopted today by the 
majority of specialists. This may be true of the circles of the Dupont­
Sommer school, but certainly does not apply to international scholarship. 

G. VERMES

LAPP, P. W. and N. L. (ed.): Discoveries in the Wadi ed-Daliyeh 
(Annual of the American Schools of Oriental Research, xu). 1974. 
Pp. xi, 106, plates 102. (American Schools of Oriental Research, Cam­
bridge, Massachusetts. Price: $10.50 (members, $7.00)) 

In 1963-64 the late Paul Lapp excavated two remote caves in the 
Jordan valley where Bedouin had found Aramaic papyri. This is the 
account of work carried out in very trying conditions, compiled by 
Nancy Lapp with the aid of 16 other experts. Pottery and objects of 
MB r, Iron, Persian and Roman periods show that the caves served as 
temporary shelters at many times. Most important are the relics of 
refugees presumed to be fleeing from Alexander's attack on Samaria. 
F. M. Cross describes the Aramaic legal deeds and their historical signifi­
cance, but publishes only the four minute pieces found by Lapp's team, 
the major documents recovered beforehand being reserved for a separate 
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volume. Cross also publishes eleven Persian and Greek seal impressions, 
one seal of Sanballat's son, and some fourth century coins. Precisely 
dated local Aramaic scripts are a boon to palaeographers, perhaps leading 
to higher dates for some Qumran manuscripts. Pottery includes the first 
closely dated fourth century group (studied by Nancy Lapp), and there 
are unique examples of fine white linen, wool, and embroidery of the 
same date, together with a unique leather shoe more at home in Saxon 
England, plant and animal remains. W. G. Dever discusses the Middle 
Bronze pottery in the light of other finds, while the objects of the Second 
Revolt period are compared with pieces from the Dead Sea region. This 
is a notable contribution, though a patchwork of materials. 

A. R. MILLARD 

LEMAIRE, A.: Inscriptions Hebraiques. Tome 1. Les Ostraca. Introduc­
tion, Traduction, Commentaire (Litteratures Anciennes du Proche Orient). 
1977. Pp. 301, 11 figs. (Les Editions du Cerf, Paris, and the Centre National 
de la Recherche Scientifique. Price: Fr. 127.00) 

Criticizing Donner/Rollig and Gibson as incomplete and too succinct 
in commentary, Lemaire claims complete coverage (except where no 
whole word can be read). Three big collections are handled separately 
(the Samarian 1910 finds, Lachish, Arad) with full topographical and 
historical discussion and good bibliographies, helped by several maps 
and plans, and a positive evaluation of the Samarian ostraca for the 
administrative life of the northern kingdom is suggested. Particularly 
valuable is the full discussion of the value of the recently discovered 
Arad ostraca on commercial matters. Among the remaining texts are 
several recent additions: three ostraca from Beersheba (post-1969), one 
from Ramat Rahel (1959-60), and one from Khirbet El-Meshash (1974). 
Claims for complete coverage are supported by 77 ostraca from Samaria 
(Donner/Rollig 5, Gibson 20), 18 from Lachish (Donner/Rollig 8, Gibson 
11) and 32 from Arad (Gibson 4) - but where are the Galilean finds from
Hazor and the Gibeon jar-handles? Transliterated texts are not given -
only a French translation, but the bibliography is excellent, and Lemaire's 
aim to relate the texts to the topography, history and administrative 
practice of Israel and Judah is usefully and commendably fulfilled. 

J. G. SNAITH 

MCCARTER, P. K., Jr: The Antiquity of the Greek Alphabet and 
the Early Phoenician Scripts (Harvard Semitic Monographs, 9). 1975. 
Pp. xiii, 139, including 6 charts. (Scholars Press, Missoula, Montana for 
the Harvard Semitic Museum. Price: $6.00) 

This doctoral thesis examines the origin of the Greek alphabet in the 
light of recent work on North-West Semitic, and particularly Phoenician, 
epigraphy, following the views of Albright and Cross. Although some of 
the standard arguments based upon individual letter-forms are shown to 
be untenable, the commonly given date of c. 800 B.c. for the Greek 
adoption of the alphabet is upheld. Mccarter insists that the letters of 
any text should be examined as a series rather than in isolation; but the 
material is so meagre that this is more desirable than practicable. Some 
Greek letter-forms and positions appear to reflect fashions current in 
Canaan before 1000 B.c., a phenomenon which led J. Naveh to argue for 



32 ARCHAEOLOGY AND EPIGRAPHY 

Greek borrowing at that date or earlier. His suggestion is treated sympa­
thetically, but his evidence is found to imply possible early experiments by 
the Greeks rather than outright adoption at so early a date. All the texts 
are described and some bibliographical references added. Six charts 
collect the letters of Phoenician (tenth to eighth centuries) and early 
Greek texts. It must be said that McCarter's claim to be able to date early 
Phoenician texts to within a generation cannot be upheld. 

A. R. MILLARD 

MAGNUSSON, M.: BC. The Archaeology of the Bible Lands. With 
drawings and maps by Shirley Felts. 1977. Pp. 239, numerous maps and 
illustrations, many in colour. (Bodley Head, London and B.B.C. Publica­
tions, London. Price: £6.50) 

MILLARD, A. R.: The Bible BC: What can Archaeology Prove? 1977. 
Pp. 48, 11 illustrations, 1 time-chart, 1 map. (Inter-Varsity Press, Leicester. 
Price: 50p) 

Millard's pamphlet is a hastily commissioned coastguard cutter 
firing a shot across the bows of the privateer, captained by Magnus 
Magnusson, of the popular television series. It is too short to do much 
more than present briefly the conservative case in defence of the biblical 
narrative; but it does indicate to the reader that some iconoclastic 'con­
clusions' are more confident than the evidence warrants, and define the 
real role of biblical archaeology. 
Magnusson, in his 'book from the film', has the enviable resources of the 
B.B.C. cameramen to add sparkle to his narrative. He popularizes in 
episodic fashion many of the facts - and fancies - long known to 
biblical scholars, but which take such a long time to get any further. 
Popular reaction to his necessarily secondhand conclusions will unfortu­
nately owe more to the reader's childhood memories than to mature 
understanding of the meaning of biblical narrative, whose real significance 
is never, or rarely, allowed to show through. Blank acceptance of some­
times intentionally provocative assertions would be as wrong as flat 
rejection of them; they ought to lead to further reading such as is provided 
for in the balanced bibliography. D. R. AP-THOMAS

NEGBI, 0.: Canaanite Gods in Metal. An Archaeological Study of 
Ancient Syro-Palestinian Figurines (Publications of the Institute of 
Archaeology, 5). 1976. Pp. xxv, 192 with 150 figs. and 64 plates. (Tel 
Aviv University Institute of Archaeology. Price: $25.00 (cloth); $20.00 
(paper)) 

This is an important study, especially for those interested in the 
Canaanite background to the cult of early Israel. Negbi divides Canaanite 
metal figurines and plaques into types and plots them according to 
archaeological context and geographical distribution. The difficulty of 
discovering the former for much of the material is sadly apparent, and 
Negbi is often forced to proceed by stylistic comparison. But he concludes 
that the figurines and plaques usually portray deities; that the MB material 
reveals the worship of a war god and a fertility goddess at Tell Judeideh, 
Jezzin, Ras Shamra, Byblos and Megiddo, and of a fertility goddess at 
Nahariya and Gezer (the foundation of whose high place dates to MB 
IIA, against Dever's MB nc); and that in LB Canaan there is evidence 
for the worship of two pairs of deities, (1) a smiting god and a fertility 
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goddess ( = Baal and Anat), and (2) a kingly and queenly pair ( = El 
and Asherah), at Ras Shamra, Byblos and Hazor. At Lachish there is 
slight evidence for the first pair, at Bethshean more evidence for the 
second than the first. At Kamid el-Loz and Tell Abu Hawam only male 
deities were worshipped; at Megiddo, too, the smiting and the kingly 
gods are evidenced for LB, but not the goddesses (which contrasts with 
the MB period in which figurines of the fertility goddess outnumbered 
those of her consort). At Hazor Neg bi finds evidence that the first Israelite 
settlers adopted the cult of the Canaanite enthroned god. Negbi connects 
evidence of the smiting and the enthroned god in Cyprus in the twelfth 
century, and of the smiting god further west in the early first millennium, 
with the beginnings of Phoenician colonization. Line drawings accompany 
and clarify the text; plates follow it. Not every object is portrayed, but a 
catalogue describes each object and gives a reference to the original 
publication. This book will stimulate further study of Canaanite icono-
graphy and religion. J. R. BARTLETT 

NEGEV, A.: The Inscriptions of Wadi Haggag, Sinai (Qedem, Mono­
graphs of the Institute of Archaeology, the Hebrew University of Jerusa­
lem, 6). 1977. Pp. 100, including 4 plates, 2 maps, 267 figs., 5 illustrations. 
(The Israel Exploration Society, Jerusalem. Price: $18.00) 

This volume collects together 267 inscriptions from Wadi Haggag, 
some Aramaic but mainly Greek: some, already published in Corpus 
Inscriptionum Semiticarum, are reprinted here, but most are new. The 
inscriptions are printed in the original script, translated into English 
and accompanied by surprisingly readable photographs. Sometimes the 
standard of English language and typing is poor (cf. 'wether' for 'whether', 
'Grek' once for 'Greek' and, oddly, the 'gulph of Elath'), but the author 
had to produce the typescript himself and duly apologises for errors. 
All texts have photographs of originals and, though all are brief, are 
accompanied by detailed comments. A short introduction sketches 
previous investigations of the area. After the texts seven pages of observa­
tions and conclusions summarise important aspects of Nabataean graffiti 
and of the history and topography of Christian and Jewish pilgrimage to 
Mount Sinai, with references to Christian monasticism. There are full 
indices and notes. Renate Rosenthal adds remarks on pottery together 
·with photographs. J. G. SNAITH 

REVELL, E. J.: Hebrew Texts with Palestinian Vocalization (Near and 
Middle East Series, 7). 1970. Pp. x, 205, with 23 plates. (University of 
Toronto Press. Price: $12.50) 

The purpose of this monograph is to classify the pointing of all 
known non-biblical Hebrew texts with Palestinian vocalization, including 
seven discovered by M. Dietrich and thirty found by Revell himself in 
the Taylor-Schechter Collection of the Cambridge University Library. 
Because of the importance of classification of this relatively large amount 
of material, the publication of new texts has been subordinated to it. 
One text is published here as an example of each type of vocalization, and 
there are photographs of a portion of each published text. In an introduc­
tion Revell sets out his basic assumptions and principles, and in subsequent 
chapters provides a list of all the texts, describes the contents of the texts 
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for the first time, and deals in detail with eleven different types of vocaliza­
tion which, he believes, record the existence of two major divisions or 
dialect groups of Palestinian Hebrew, each of which was written and 
pronounced in a number of different ways. Such a detailed analysis of a 
large number of MSS (with a view to providing a firm basis for grammatical 
study) has never been attempted before, and this book constitutes an 
important contribution to a complex field of study. 

P. WERNBERG-M0LLER

TESTA, E., MANCINI, I., and PICCIRILLO, M. (ed.): Studia Hierosoly­
mitana in onore de/ P. Bellarmino Bagatti. I. Studi archeologici (Studium 
Biblicum Franciscanum, Collectio Maior, 22). 1976. Pp. 381, 26 plates 
(some in colour), numerous figs. and photos, portrait. (Franciscan 
Printing Press, Jerusalem. Price: $20.00) 

For vol. II, Studi esegetici, see B.L. 1977, p. 20. Vol. 1, after the 
Bibliography of Fr Bagatti's writings, contains 15 archaeological papers -
8 in Italian, 4 in French, 2 in Spanish and 1 in English - of which four 
deal with pre-N.T. times. A. Niccacci, 'Nuovi Scarabei Hyksos', describes 
and illustrates 317 scarabs from the collections of Fr Kloetzli and the 
Museum of the Flagellation, including 7 examples found in Jerusalem. 
F. Manna, 'Quelques poids et pesons du musee de la Flagellation',
includes weights as early as Hellenistic times, selected for their epigraphic 
or iconic interest. P. Benoit, 'Ou en est la question du "troisieme mur" ?' 
in a penetrating analysis of the pros and cons of each alternative, hesitantly 
chooses 'both/and'. In 'An Essene Quarter on Mount Zion?' B. Pixner 
argues that the early church lived as very close neighbours indeed of the 
Essenes on the S.-W. Hill. E. Testa, 'II Golgota, porto della quiete', seeks 
to show how the Jewish Christians of Jerusalem transformed the historical 
Golgotha into a mystic representation of the soul's haven; but this, like 
the remaining articles in this fine tribute to an eminent scholar, lies some-
what outside the proper scope of the Book List. D. R. AP-THOMAS

Y ADIN, Y.: Hazor. Wiederentdeckung der Zitadelle Konig Salomos. 
Translated by Maria Poelchau. 1976. Pp. 279, many illustrations, some in 
colour, and maps. (Hoffmann and Campe, Hamburg. Price: DM. 39.80; 
$10.00) 

On the original English edition see B.L. 1976, p. 25. This very prompt 
translation is in identical format and with the same excellent illustrations. 
With its ebullient though maybe over-simplistic biblicism it should appeal 
strongly to a wide popular audience. D.R. AP-THOMAS 

Zoru, N.: The Land of Issachar. Archaeological Survey (Hebrew). 
1977. Pp. (6), 164, 36 plates, numerous drawings, 1 folding map. (Israel 
Exploration Society, Jerusalem. Price: lsr. £80.00) 

Some two hundred and eleven archaeological sites have been surveyed, 
occurring in two main concentrations in the Gilboa region between 
Jenin and Beth Shean, and in the Tabor region to the east of the Afulah­
Nazareth road. All periods are represented, but the periods beginning with 
Iron II and thereafter show the greatest density of occupation. This is 
especially so in the Byzantine Period. There is ample illustration of 
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diagnostic material by both line drawings and by photographs. This 
type of archaeological survey is of great value and usefulness since it 
complements the material obtained by more exhaustive excavation of 
individual sites and therefore helps to give an overall picture of settlement 
patterns during the various archaeological and historical periods. 

J. R. DUCKWORTH 

3. HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY

Av1-YoNAH, M.: Jerusalem the Holy. 1976. Pp. 24 and 130 pp. of 
photographs. (Schocken Books, New York. Price: $10.00) 

A sketch of Jerusalem's history and significance by Professor Avi­
Yonah (14 pp. with 22 illustrations from coins, seals etc.) is followed by a 
chronological table of events in Jerusalem to 1967 (5 pp.) by Louis 
Williams, who has also provided the book with generous captions. 
The remainder is photographs, mostly by Werner Braun and about a 
fifth in colour. The religious life in present Jerusalem - Jewish, Christian, 
Muslim - is seen in the long perspective of tradition. This popular book, 
about 8 x 7 inches, affords a pleasant tour for the armchair traveller and 
a preparation or memento for the intrepid visitor. J. H. EATON

BABA, K.: Zoku Me de miru Seisho no Sekai (Views of the Biblical 
World. A Supplement). 1977. Pp. 350, 8 maps, 58 illustrations. (Business 
Research, Osaka. Price: ¥7 ,800) 

This is a supplement to the author's previous book (see B.L. 1976, 
p. 26). Part r contains an account of the daily life of the biblical period
with some illustrations. Part II contains 230 photographs in colour of five 
Near Eastern countries outside Israel, and of daily life. Part III consists of 
notes and comments on the photographs with many further illustrations. 

K. K. SACON 

BXCHLI, 0.: Amphiktyonie im A/ten Testament. Forschungsgeschicht­
liche Studie zur Hypothese von Martin Noth (Theologische Zeitschrift, 
Sonderband vr). 1977. Pp. xrr, 192. (Friedrich Reinhardt Verlag, Basel. 
Price: S.Fr. 54.00) 

This clear and systematic work provides a comprehensive treatment 
of the various reactions to Noth's theory of the Israelite twelve-tribe 
system. In addition, it makes two particularly useful contributions. Firstly, 
a valuable sketch of the classical amphictyony; the lack of fresh treatment 
of this subject in most criticisms of Noth is a serious weakness in those 
discussions. Secondly, Bachli emphasizes that the classical amphictyony 
was proposed as an analogy by which Israel in the period of the Judges 
might be understood. So the discussion should revolve not around the 
possible existence of an Israelite amphictyony but around the possible 
existence of an Israelite institution analogous to the classical amphictyony. 
This point is particularly relevant to those criticisms of Noth based on 
cultural and chronological separation of Israel and the classical world. 
Though coming to no definite conclusion on the problem, the author thus 
provides helpful orientation for future discussion. A. D. H. MAYES
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BALY, D.: Seisho no Rekishi-Chiri. Translated by Y. H. Sacon and 
Y. Nambu. 1977. Pp. x, 298, 74 maps and diagrams, endpaper maps, 61
photographs. (Sogen-sha, Osaka. Price: ¥3,500) 

This is a Japanese translation of the author's The Geography of the 
Bible, 1974 (B.L. 1975, p. 30). K. K. SACON 

EDWARDS, I.E. S., GADD, C. J., HAMMOND, N. G. L., and SOLLBERGER, 
E. (ed.): The Cambridge Ancient History. Plates to Volumes I and ll.

New edition. 1977. Pp. xiii, 181 plates. (Cambridge University Press. 
Price: £7.50) 

The companion to the two volumes revised and published as four (see 
B.L. 1971, p. 19; 1972, p. 19 (Bible Bibliog., pp. 295, 363); 1974, p. 18;
1976, p. 27). The cross-references to the plates appear in footnotes in 
the four volumes; each plate carries cross-references to the text or, where 
appropriate, to the indexes. The prefatory pages list the plates with their 
sources, divided with the headings of the individual chapters, though 
without the chapter numbers. The division has gone astray on pp. xvi­
xvii, where the heading 'Babylonia c. 2120--1800 B.c.' should appear 
before pl. 48. Most plates include more than one photograph; they are of 
exemplary clarity but many lack any indications of size. A serviceable 
collection, covering the whole range of the volumes. P. R. ACKROYD

EscoBAR, J.: Tecoa. 1976. Pp. 65, numerous illustrations. (Franciscan 
Printing Press, Jerusalem. Price: $2.00) 

This short guide, in Italian, falls into two parts. The first covers the 
geographical situation of Tekoa and biblical and later references, discussing 
all the O.T. passages briefly. The second deals with the archaeological 
remains, but virtually everything here is of later than biblical periods. It is a 
well-prepared little book, of which the most useful element is the very 
full bibliography (pp. 8-14). Another volume from the same publishers, 
P. Compagnoni, Il Deserto di Giuda (1975. Pp. 113 with 116 plates.
Price: $7.00) is concerned entirely with monasticism in that area. 

P. R. ACKROYD 

*HARKNESS, G. and KRATT, F.: Biblical Background to the Middle
East Conflict. 1976. Pp. 208. (Abingdon Press, Nashville. Price: $7.95) 

The late Dr Harkness gives in this uncompleted work a competent 
and condensed account of the history of Israel. O.T. specialists will not 
find anything new or remarkable in these pages which are obviously 
meant for the lay public. The title is somewhat misleading, for the author 
does not, and probably cannot, connect Biblical history and the Israeli­
Arab conflict, except by loose implication. Even Kraft's factual resume 
of post-Biblical events, which includes a short history of Jerusalem, can 
hardly be regarded as a guide to the infinite complexity of the problem, 
but only as an expression of moderation. RE teachers may find the tone 
beneficial. U. E. SIMON 
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HAYES, J. H. and MILLER, J. M.: Israelite and Judaean History 
(Old Testament Library). 1977. Pp. xxxi, 736, 9 maps. (S.C.M. Press, 
London; Westminster Press, Philadelphia. Price: £15.00; $25.00) 

An impressive team of scholars from America, Europe and Israel 
have contributed to this monumental work of reference. The volume is not 
intended as another reconstruction of the history of Israelite and Judaean 
history but rather as a handbook that can be used alongside the standard 
histories. After an opening chapter surveying the history of the study of 
Israelite and Judaean history from earliest times to the present day, the 
main periods of the history are treated in ten chapters: the Patriarchal 
traditions, the Joseph and Moses narratives, the Israelite occupation of 
Canaan, the period of the Judges and the rise of the monarchy, the 
Davidic-Solomonic kingdom, the separate states of Israel and Judah, 
Judah and the Exile, the Persian period, the Hellenistic and Maccabaean 
periods and the Roman era. The brief given to the contributors, each a 
specialist in his field, was: (i) to evaluate the written and archaeological 
evidence pertinent to the period; (ii) to survey the historical issues which 
have emerged from scholarly discussions; (iii) to reconstruct as much of 
the historical outline of the period as possible. The result is a comprehen­
sive and authoritative work that is enhanced by full bibliographies at the 
beginning of each section, a general bibliography, useful indices and nine 
maps. 
The production of a composite work covering such an extensive period is 
not without its difficulties, as the editors have realized. The chapters deal­
ing with the early period have to devote attention to problems of source 
material, whereas those dealing with the later period are more concerned 
with the reconstruction of the history. On the whole a good balance has 
been achieved but the survey of Pentateuchal criticism and the study of 
parallels in Near Eastern narrative has been overplayed in the chapter on 
Joseph and Moses. This volume will obviously become a necessary tool 
for students and teachers of the O.T., and provide both alike with a 
substantial amount of reliable information. G. H. JONES 

ISHIDA, T.: The Royal Dynasties in Ancient Israel. A Study 011 the 
Formation and Development of Royal-Dynastic Ideology (B.Z.A.W., 142). 
1977. Pp. xu, 211. (De Gruyter, Berlin. Price: DM. 82.00) 

The author rejects the view that the monarch was elected in some 
parts of the ancient Near East. Israelite monarchy was unique in that it 
was established in the face of resistance and owed its inauguration to 
political pressures. Anti-monarchist arguments are early rather than late 
and were silenced by the time of David and Solomon. The story of Gideon's 
refusal to accept hereditary kingship is not part of the original Gideon 
cycle but is anti-Abimelech polemic: in order to dissociate Gideon from 
the kingship of Abimelech he was represented as having been offered 
hereditary kingship but as having rejected it. Abimelech in fact probably 
usurped a kingship which Gideon had exercised; and the answer attributed 
to Gideon is to be attached to the anti-monarchical party at the time of 
the inauguration of Saul's kingship. The ideology of Davidic kingship 
was directed principally towards making David's rule acceptable to the 
northern tribes. The book is well organized, and the clarity of expression 
deserves special praise. It is not highly original, but its value will be 
enhanced by the extensive indices. w. McKANE



38 HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 

JAROS, K., SwEDIK, G. and LEIMLEHNER, M.: Agypten und Vorderasien. 
Eine kleine Chronographie bis zum Auftreten Alexander des Grossen. 
1976. Pp. 206, including 45 illustrations and maps. (Veritas-Verlag, Linz; 
KBW Verlag, Stuttgart. Price: DM. 14.50) 

This potted history of the ancient Near East is intended for theological 
students wishing to familiarize themselves with the area as quickly and as 
painlessly as possible. Israel receives more attention than would normally 
be expected in this kind of survey, but the historical imbalance is offset 
by the greater usefulness of the book for its intended readership. The 
summarizing of dynasties and epochs in single paragraphs sometimes 
results in over-simplification to the point of distortion (as in the treat­
ment of Mitanni). Occasional gaffes, as the confusion of Iahdun-Lim 
with Iasmah-Adad on p. 37, inspire less than total confidence in the 
writers' command of their material; English-speaking students will find 
a more thorough and independent review of the same period in Ancient 
Iraq (Pelican, 1964), by Georges Roux. R. P. GORDON 

KEGLER, J.: Politisches Geschehen und theologisches Verstehen. Zum 
Geschichtsverstiindnis in der friihen israelitischen Konigszeit (Calwer 
Theologische Monographien, A/8). 1977. Pp. 407. (Calwer Verlag, Stutt­
gart. Price: DM. 44.00) 

The declared aim of this closely-written monograph is to make some 
contribution towards clarifying the problems underlying the history and 
tradition of the early Israelite monarchy. After outlining his method of 
approach and defining his terms, the author goes on to consider the 
political events at the beginning of the monarchy (c. 1000--925). He 
examines the texts in 1 Sam. which deal with the establishment of the 
monarchy and the Saul tradition. He then studies in depth the literary 
complex 2 Sam. 9-20; 1 Kings 1. The military exploits of both Saul and 
David in the establishment and expansion of power are given detailed 
treatment and there is a short section on the problem of 'Holy Wars'. The 
final section considers the understanding of political history and Kegler 
points out that the texts analysed make up only one part of the O.T.'s 
utterances on political history. Some sixty pages of notes and a twenty­
page bibliography finish off a substantial contribution to the present 
theological discussion concerning Israel's early history. 

J. R. DUCKWORTH 

MALAMAT, A.: Conquest of Canaan: Israelite Conduct of War According 
to Biblical Tradition (reprinted from Encyclopaedia Judaica Year Book 
1975/6). 1977. Pp. 166-82, 1 map, 4 illustrations. (Privately printed; 
available from the author, Hebrew University, Jerusalem) 

Although pp. 168-69 are missing from the review copy, the author's 
approach is clear. It is acknowledged that the biblical tradition has been 
subject to a number of influences in its transmission, but the chief interest 
lies elsewhere. The author follows the biblical tradition more or less as it 
now stands in order to describe the tactics used by Israel in its settlement: 
intelligence operations, logistics (in this context Gilgal is to be seen not 
as the Haftpunkt of various conquest traditions, but as the operational 
base and springboard into the interior; its strategic significance explains 
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its central importance in the tradition), and methods of warfare. Illuminat­
ing reference is made to parallels to these methods in classical sources. 
It is good to see the author's approach, already known perhaps especially 
from his earlier treatment of the Gideon tradition, now applied to the 
settlement stories. A. D. H. MAYES

MALAMAT, A. (ed.): Sources for Early Biblical History: The Second 
Millennium B.C. In Hebrew Translation. 1977. Third revised edition. 
Pp. xi, 217. (Hebrew University Students' Printing and Publishing House, 
Jerusalem) 

This useful teaching aid (see B.L. 1965, p. 17 (Decade, p. 569); 
B.L. 1971, p. 55 (Bible Bibliog., p. 372)) has now been updated by revision
and addition. The latter includes four Mari letters relating to women 
and prophecy, an account tablet naming Ha�or, and the text of the statue 
of Idrimi. D. J. WrsEMAN

DE MICELI, J.: Thoutmosis II, Pharaon de /'Exode. Nouveaux instru­
ments pour le ca/cul du temps: chronologie de la XVIII dynastie et du 
temps de l'Exode. 1974. Pp. 114, 12 plates. (Les Editions du Livre, Tulle, 
France. Price: Fr. 20.00) 

This work contains a general account of calendaric data and of the 
old Egyptian calendar. It then essays to add up biblical figures from 
587 B.c. (using Oppert's Assyrian dates of ninety years ago) to 'fix' the 
date of the Exodus at 1496 B.c. As the author pays no attention to any 
other data, or to any of the major modern studies of Egyptian and Near­
Eastern chronology (not even with regard to the 18th Dynasty, which he 
briefly studies), the whole attempt is foredoomed to failure. 

K. A. KITCHEN 

NOTH, M.: Storia d'Israele (Biblioteca di cultura religiosa, 25). 
Translated by G. Odasso. 1975. Pp. 578, I map. (Paideia Editrice, Brescia. 
Price: Lire 8,500) 

A straight translation of the 2nd (1954) edition of Noth's great 
Geschichte Israels (see B.L. 1951, p. 26; 1955, p. 23 (Eleven Years, pp. 321, 
656); English translation, B.L. 1958, p. 16; 1960, p. 14 (Decade, pp. 92, 
194)). The bibliography remains unaltered, even preserving a misspelling 
('Autorship') found in the original German. Is there a real need for such a 
translation so long after the publication of the original? 

P. R. ACKROYD 

RUPPRECHT, K.: Der Tempel von Jerusalem. Grundung Salomos 
oder jebusitisches Erbe? (B.Z.A.W., 144). 1977. Pp. x, 109. (De Gruyter, 
Berlin. Price: DM. 48.00) 

Scholars have long assumed that when David made Jerusalem the 
central cult site of Israel and Solomon built a temple there a substantial 
legacy of Jebusite faith and practice was introduced into Israel. The site 
of the temple itself has been regarded as that of an earlier Jebusite shrine. 
Rupprecht gives this thesis a thorough critical examination by looking at 
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the major passages dealing with the founding of the temple, particularly 
2 Sam. 24 and 1 Kings 5:15-9:9, and then retrospectively back to 2 Sam. 
6 f., the bringing of the Ark into Jerusalem. In a cautiously argued thesis 
he maintains that the temple site was originally that of a Jebusite temple, 
and that the Ark had at first been housed in this. The biblical narratives 
have a markedly apologetic interest in disguising this fact and in emphasiz­
ing that Solomon founded the temple. By the time of the Chronicler 
this line of defence was no longer necessary, and a new interest emerged in 
claiming David as the cult-founder of Jerusalem. This is a careful and 
constructive essay which avoids the over-speculative enthusiasm which 
has often marred studies in this area. R. E. CLEMENTS 

SALOMON, A.: David und Jerusalem. Ein Reisefiihrer den die Bibel 
schrieb. 1976. Pp. 159, 24 colour plates, numerous figures. (Aussaat 
Verlag, Wuppertal. Price: DM. 29.80) 

This book is a kind of traveller's guide but with a difference in that 
the centre-point is King David, shown both in his greatness and with 
his limitations. David's city serves as backdrop, and the book takes the 
form of a journey through Jerusalem. Places of historical interest become 
scenes illustrating the story of David, with the biblical text providing the 
Sitz im Leben which evokes the author's comments. There is a short 
review of Jerusalem's history with significant dates mentioned, and a 
useful little section giving information about the various forms and 
venues of public transport. Black and white drawings and some coloured 
plates as well as several maps finish off this unusual and interesting travel 
guide. J. R. DUCKWORTH 

SCHAEFFER, F. A.: Josua - Gott will retten. Die bib/ische Heilsges­
chichte geht weiter. 1977. Pp. 182. (R. Brockhaus Verlag, Wuppertal; 
Haus der Bibel, Geneva. Price: DM. 16.80) 

This is a translation of Joshua and the Flow of Biblical History, noted 
in B.L. 1976, p. 30. R. N. WHYBRAY 

SMITH, G. A.: The Historical Geography of the Holy Land. With an 
introduction by H. H. Rowley (Fontana Library of Theology and Philo­
sophy). 1968. Pp. 512. (Fontana Library; Collins, London. Price: £1.50) 

The reprinting of the paperback edition of this classic work (see 
B.L. 1967, p. 18; Bible Bibliog., p. 18) testifies to its continuing and
deserved popularity. It remains unrivalled as an introduction to the land, 
even though for many details reference must now be made to more recent 
works. G. I. DAVIES

DE VAUX, R.: lsuraeru Kodai-shi. Translated by T. Nishimura. 1977. 
Pp. 984 including charts and one map. (Nippon Kirisuto-Kyodan Shup­
pankyoku, Tokyo. Price: ¥13,000) 

This is a Japanese translation of Pere de Vaux's Histoire Ancienne 
d'Israiil: Des Origines a /'Installation en Canaan, 1971 (B.L. 1973, p. 18; 
Bible Bibliog., p. 440). 

K. K. SAC0N 
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4. TEXT AND VERSIONS

ABERBACH, M. and GROSSFELD, B.: Targum Onqelos on Genesis 49. 
Translation and Analytical Commentary (Aramaic Studies, 1). 1976. Pp. 
xiv, 84. (Scholars Press, Missoula, Montana for the Society of Biblical 
Literature. Price: $4.50 (members $3.00)) 

The authors give a translation and fairly extensive commentary, 
based largely on midrashic sources. As such this will certainly be a volume 
which students will find helpful. The materials, however, are not treated 
very critically: no attempt is made to discuss the relationship of TO to the 
Palestinian Targum texts in this chapter, and the references to MT and 
LXX are a little naive, and occasionally misleading. There is an index of 
sources quoted. s. P. BROCK

Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. Editio funditus renovata. Ed. K. 
Elliger et W. Rudolph. Fasc. 5. Liber Samuelis, praeparavit P. A. H. de 
Boer. 1976. Pp. xi, 114. Fasc. 13. Megilloth, praeparaverunt Th. H. 
Robinson, F. Horst, F. Maass. 1975. Pp. x, 52. Fasc. 14. Daniel Esra 
Nehemia, praeparaverunt W. Baumgartner, W. Rudolph. 1976. Pp. x, 
78. (Wurttembergische Bibelanstalt, Stuttgart. Price: DM. 6.50 each
fascicle) 

These three fascicles complete the series of this new edition. (See 
previous notices in B.L. 1969, p. 16; 1970, p. 23; 1972, p. 21; 1973, p. 19 
(Bible Bibliog., pp. 142, 213, 365, 441); 1974, p. 23; 1975, p. 34; 1976, 
p. 30; 1977, p. 35.) As the edition has progressed, the disparity between
the various editors in their handling of evidence and in the construction of 
their apparatuses has become increasingly evident. Samuel presents the 
evidence (including valuable Qumran material) but carefully refrains 
from suggesting what ought to be read, avoiding even retroversions into 
Hebrew from Greek. This will make the apparatus too difficult for most 
students, an unfortunate result in a book widely used for beginners. 
Canticles (Horst) emphasizes Geniza evidence. Baumgartner's Daniel 
includes in its apparatus much that is explanatory matter rather than 
textual evidence; the abbreviated Latin of the explanations will be un­
intelligible to many students. Much as the new edition will be valued, it 
remains a great misfortune that almost all the editors were men of a 
substantially older generation in their textual conceptions. For an interest­
ing and sympathetic review of the discussion see now D. Kellermann in 
Z.D.M.G. Supplement III, l (1977), pp. 128-38. J. BARR

DE BRUIN, C. C. (ed.): Corpus Sacrae Scripturae Neerlandicae Medii 
Aevi. Series Maior, Tom. r, Vetus Testamentum. Pars prima: Genesis -
IV Regum. 1977. Pp. xvii, 512. (Brill, Leiden. Price: Fl. 120.00) 

The editor, who is well known through many studies and editions 
of the early Dutch translations of the Bible, summarizes in the Introduc­
tion the history of translations and compilations of the Vulgate. MSS from 
the fifteenth century in the British Museum have been chosen as the 
basic text for this edition. It is argued that the translators were in close 
contact with a Carthusian convent in Herne near Brussels, and with the 
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Ruusbroec-circle in the northern Netherlands. An anonymous author has 
added glosses borrowed from exegetical and lexicographical sources. 
These are written with small characters and inserted into the columns. 
Together with prologues to some passages they are of interest to the 
Bible student. This vezy well produced edition may be compared with 
editions and re-editions of medieval translations elsewhere: Forshall and 
Madden's edition of the Lollard Bible (1850), Negrioni's re-edition of the 
Bible (Venice 1882-87) and others. P.A. H. DE BOER 

HYVARINEN, K.: Die Obersetzung von Aquila (Coniectanea Biblica: 
Old Testament Series, 10). 1977. Pp. 124. (Gleerup, Lund. Price: S.Kr. 
30.00) 

After a very sketchy introduction the main part of this book is 
devoted to a study of the translation technique of Aquila (some of the 
chief surviving texts of Aquila, from the Cairo Geniza and the Milan 
palimpsest, are printed out for convenience - not always accurately in 
the case of the former). The most original part of the work is on syntax; 
cross-references to Reider's Prolegomena would have been helpful. The 
final section looks at the LXX of Ecclesiastes, attributed by Barthelemy to 
Aquila (Hyviirinen questions this), and the hexaplaric plus at 3 Reigns 
14:1-10. The book ends with some comments on the Hebrew text under­
lying Aquila - a topic on which Reider remains much more informative. 
I have noticed a number of inaccuracies in references, and the Hebrew 
and Greek quotations tiresomely do not always correspond in detail. 
It is ironic that the meticulous Aquila should so often have been ill­
served in this sort of way by modern students of him. There is an index of 
passages quoted. 

s. P. BROCK

LEVINE, E.: The Aramaic Version of Jonah. 1975. Pp. 117. (Jerusalem 
Academic Press, Jerusalem. Price: $10.95) 

The format is basically introduction - text- translation - com­
mentary, and the whole is marked by a commendable thoroughness. 
Problems connected with the origin of the Targum to the Prophets, 
and of the Targum to Jonah in particular, are discussed in the introduction. 
Levine's own text of the Aramaic Jonah is based on Vatican MS. Urbinates 
Ebr. 1; ten other MSS and texts are cited in the apparatus. There are a 
few strange turns of expression in the translation of ch. 2:4-7, but other­
wise the effort here achieves its purpose. The critical commentary gives 
a very full account of the relevant versional and rabbinic data. Jonah is one 
of the least productive books as far as Targumic nuggets are concerned 
and this probably explains Levine's tendency to build theories on slender 
foundations. Does the Targum really play down the miraculous in Jonah 
in response to the resurrection significance attached to the prophet in 
early Christian thinking? It is hard to see how the translation of ch. 
4:8b as 'It is better that I die than that I live' is an example of Jewish 
spoiling of a Christian proof-text. See RSV! One must also question the 
assertion that this Targum is influenced by the Yorn Kippur liturgy. 
The features which are said to support this conclusion are largely common-
place Targumisms. R. P. GORDON 
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LEVINE, E.: The Aramaic Version of Lamentations. 1976. Pp. 203. 
(Hermon Press, New York. Price: $14.95) 

The author has already edited the Targum to Ruth and Jonah 
(see B.L. 1975, p. 37; 1978, p. 42); the present volume is a useful addition 
to the series. The base text is the Vatican MS. Urb. 1 (dated 1294), and 
thirteen other MSS are examined in the critical apparatus (although Dr 
Levine does not claim to have produced a complete critical edition). We 
are given a translation into English and interesting notes with wide 
references to Midrashic literature. There are a number of misprints, but 
none is likely to mislead the reader. J. B. SEGAL 

LUND, S. and FOSTER, J. A.: Variant Versions ofTargumic Traditions 
within Codex Neofiti I (S.B.L. Aramaic Studies, 2). 1977. Pp. xii, 174. 
(Scholars Press, Missoula, Montana, for the Society of Biblical Literature. 
Price: $4.50 (members $3.00)) 

A considerable proportion of the book is given over to the reproduc­
tion, in text and translation, of Neofiti marginalia, especially for those 
verses with 'undoubted multiple marginal variants'. This, it is hoped, will 
enable others to initiate research into the complex problems presented by 
the marginalia. The main conclusion of the present volume is that two 
sets of variants can be distinguished within the marginalia, and that these 
can be shown, on textual and linguistic grounds, to be related to the 
Fragment-Targum and Pseudo-Jonathan respectively. The peculiar 
problems associated with the main text of Neofiti in Gen. 1 :1-3 :4 and 
Dt. 29:17(18)-34:12 are also aired; these sections are seen as conflations 
of several distinct recensions. The conclusions seem to be well-founded, 
and hints as to the direction in which future research could profitably be 
conducted may be gleaned along the way. Pp. 1-10 offer an excellent 
introduction to the Pentateuchal Targums and would be ideal for students 
wanting a succinct statement of the issues as currently understood. A 
token reference to the similar marginalia in the Reuchlinianus text of the 
Targum to the Prophets would have been welcome. R. P. GORDON

MAORI, Y.: The Peshitta Version of the Pentateuch in its Relation to 
the Sources of Jewish Exegesis. 1975. Pp. 308 (Hebrew), xxu (English 
summary). (The Hebrew University, Jerusalem) 

In this Hebrew University doctoral dissertation prepared under the 
supervision of Goshen-Gottstein, Maori argues that the Peshitta Penta­
teuch is Jewish in origin. This thesis is by no means new - it has been 
maintained already by Perles, Baumstark,. Kahle and others - but Maori 
offers the fullest defence of it to date; he is also one of the few scholars to 
have paid adequate attention to the formidable methodological problems 
involved in the inquiry. The analysis is painstaking and often penetrating: 
note, for example, the suggestion that the Peshitta's rendering of Gen. 
35 :22 reflects the Rabbinic rules regarding the forbidden Targumim 
(m.Meg. 4 :10). Maori rejects the view that the Peshitta is directly descended 
from any extant Jewish Targum; rather he regards the Targurnim and the 
Peshitta as 'gemelli' which draw on a common Jewish exegetical tradition. 
It is perhaps a pity that in this otherwise solid and valuable study more is 
not said about the possible date of the Peshitta Pentateuch, or about the 
historical conditions under which Syriac Christianity might have come to 
adopt a Jewish version. P. s. ALEXANDER
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MULDER, M. J.: De targum op het Hooglied. Inleiding, vertaling en 
korte verklaring (Exegetica, Nieuwe reeks, Vierde dee!). 1975. Pp. 128. 
(Bolland, Amsterdam. Price: Fl. 16.90) 

Melamed's text, with Lagarde for collateral, serves as the basis of this 
study of the Targum to Canticles. In the introduction a discussion of the 
Targums in general leads into more specific treatment of the special 
characteristics and problems of Tg Cant. In particular, there is a 
chapter on the allegorical methods of Tg Cant. in comparison with other 
rabbinical and Christian approaches. The seventh century A.D. is regarded 
as the terminus ante quern for the composition of Tg Cant. The notes in 
the verklaring are not so informative as those in the eagerly-awaited study 
of Tg Cant. by Raphael Loewe, but they are competent none-the-less. 

R. P. GORDON 

PAPER, H. H.: A Judea-Persian Book of Job (The Israel Academy of 
Sciences and Humanities, Proceedings vol. v, no. 12). 1976. Pp. 53. 
(Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, Jerusalem. Price: Isr. £21.00) 

Paper's edition of the oldest manuscript of the Judeo-Persian Penta­
teuch was noted in B.L. 1974, p. 27. Here he publishes a fifteenth (?)­
century manuscript of Job, complete apart from 1 :1-17 and 1 :21-2:7. 
The introduction tables certain linguistic forms and the treatment of 
K/Q, but investigation on other points, such as the relationship to other 
Judeo-Persian texts and to the Hebrew (and perhaps Targum and 
Sa'adya ?), is left to the future. S. P. BROCK 

(Peshifta): The Old Testament in Syriac According to the Peshifta 
Version, edited on behalf of the International Organization for the Study 
of the Old Testament by the Peshitta Institute, Leiden. Part 1, fasc. 1 : 
Preface (P. A. H. de Boer), Genesis (based on material collected and 
studied by T. Jansma, prepared by the Peshitta Institute) and Exodus 
(prepared by M. D. Koster). 1977. Pp. xiv, XLII, 219. (Brill, Leiden. 
Price: FI. 140.00) 

Over the years several details of editorial method have been altered, 
and the present volume contains the general preface setting out the new 
rules; these represent some further modifications of the principles followed 
in the previous fascicle (Kings, B.L. 1977, p. 38), such as the omission of 
the elenchus omissionum. A few small anomalies of practice remain: 
while errors of 7al are rightly corrected in the text, many of its orthographic 
idiosyncracies are left (the apparatus and introduction no longer list such 
information). It is in Gen. and Exod. that 5bl (not always alone) exhibits a 
text at variance in many details with the mainstream tradition. Barnes 
held that it represented a later revision based on MT, but his pupil Pinkerton 
considered 5bl to preserve the earlier text, and it is Pinkerton's view that 
Koster upholds in his important monograph, The Peshifta of Exodus 
(Assen, 1977). This edition thus makes available (in the apparatus) the 
readings of this oldest text form of the Syriac for the first time. All who 
are concerned with textual studies will be grateful to the General Editor, 
the editors, and the staff of the Peshitta Institute for this invaluable 
tool. s. P. BROCK
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REVELL, E. J.: Biblical Texts with Palestinian Pointing and their 
Accents (Masoretic Studies, 4). 1977. Pp. xiv, 265. (Scholars Press, 
Missoula, Montana. Price: $4.50 (members $3.00)) 

After giving an exhaustive list of biblical MSS with Palestinian point­
ing Dr Revell, using the standard Tiberian accent system as a basis and 
grouping the MSS according to certain distinguishing characteristics, 
describes the accent signs in these documents and their use, and discusses 
the relation of the Palestinian accentuation to the Tiberian, as well as its 
development. The problem of accent signs and stress position in Palestinian 
Hebrew is dealt with in an appendix. A number of indices and a biblio­
graphy complete the work. Revell argues, against Kahle, that the accent 
signs were intended to indicate stress position, and that the Palestinian 
tradition, like Samaritan Hebrew, was influenced by a linguistic environ­
ment in which it had become unusual to stress the final syllable of a word. 
Both systems were used for a variety of forms of a single Western stream 
of tradition. The accent signs were probably developed from hand signs, 
and similar developments may have taken place in Greek culture, resulting 
in a certain similarity between the accent signs and the musical motifs 
which they represented in both cultures. P. WERNBERG-MOLLER

Scrolls from Qumriin Cave 1. The Great Isaiah Scroll, The Order 
of the Community, The Pesher to Habakkuk. Black and White Photo­
graphs by John C. Trever. Edited by Frank M. Cross, David N. Freedman 
and James A. Sanders. 1974. Pp. 82, including 71 plates. (The Albright 
Institute of Archaeological Research, A.S.O.R., and the Shrine of the 
Book, Jerusalem. Price: $6.00 (members of A.S.O.R., $4.00)) 

The present publication (see B.L. 1975, p. 38 for the original publi­
cation) is intended for students and is more within their financial reach. 
The plates are on plain - but good - paper, and the text is just as clear 
as in the more sumptuous publication. The Introduction by F. M. Cross 
is practically identical, but the account of the first photographs by J. C. 
Trever is omitted. B. J. ROBERTS 

(Vulgate): Novae Concordantiae Bibliorum Sacrorum Juxta Vulgatam 
Versionem Critice Editam, quas digessit Bonifatius Fischer OSB. 5 volumes. 
1977. Pp. xvii, 5699. (Frommann-Holzboog Verlag, Stuttgart. Price: 
DM. 400.00 per volume) 

This concordance, which represents a great advance on earlier 
concordances of the Vulgate, is based on the two-volume edition pub­
lished by the Wiirttembergische Bibelanstalt in 1975 (B.L. 1977, p. 35). 
The apocryphal books in the appendix of that edition are also included, 
and the variants of its apparatus are incorporated. To keep down size, 
22 of the words most frequently occurring are omitted (e.g. ad, non, qui -
though a, ab, nee quis are included). There is a short preface in Latin, 
German, French and English. The work is clearly set out and easy to 
use. 

s. P. BROCK

WEYERS, J. W. (ed.): Septuaginta. Vetus Testamentum Graecum 
Auctoritate Societatis Litterarum Gottingensis Editum. Vol. III. 2: Deutero­
nomium. 1977. Pp. 397. (Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Gottingen. Price: 
DM. 178.00) 

This edition follows the plan of the Genesis volume (B.L. 1975, 
pp. 39-40), with a comparatively short introduction, leaving detailed 
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discussion of the textual history for a separate volume (forthcoming). 
As in the Genesis volume, there are two appendices, one devoted to 
orthographical and grammatical points, the other listing differences in 
the apparatus from Brooke-McLean. Wevers has been able to use the two 
first century B.c. papyri, 847 and 848 (not yet fully published) and the 
important new Syrohexapla manuscript of the Pentateuch (the state­
ment on p. 35 that this is unpublished is no longer correct: a photographic 
edition by Voobus appeared in 1975; see B.L. 1976, p. 40). All scholars 
will be grateful to Wevers and the staff of the Gottingen LXX-Unterneh-
men for another volume of this indispensable series. 

s. P. BROCK

WDRTHWEIN, E.: Kyuyaku-Seisho no Honmon-Kenkyu (The Text 
of the Old Testament). Translated by G. Nabetani. 1977. Pp. 294, 48 
plates. (Seibun-sha, Tokyo. Price: ¥6,000) 

This is a Japanese translation of the author's Der Text des A/ten
Testaments. It is regrettable that it was made from the third edition 
(1965) rather than from the fourth edition of 1973 (see B.L. 1974, p. 28). 

K. K. SAC0N 

ZIEGLER, J.: Septuaginta. Vetus Testamentum Graecum Auctoritate
Societatis Litterarum Gottingensis Editum. Vol. xv: Jeremias, Baruch,
Threni, Epistula Ieremiae. 2., durchgesehene Auflage. 1976. Pp. 504. 
(Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Gottingen. Price: DM. 99.00 (cloth), DM. 
92.00 (paper)) 

This is evidently a straight reprint of the 1957 edition (see B.L.
1957, p. 28), without any alterations. Thus, for example, papyri containing 
parts of Jeremiah that have been published subsequently (804, 817, 837, 
984, 986) are not incorporated. 

s. P. BROCK

5. EXEGESIS AND MODERN TRANSLATIONS

* ACKROYD, P. R.: The Second Book of Samuel (The Cambridge
Bible Commentary on the N.E.B.). 1977. Pp. xii, 247 including three 
maps and one plan. (Cambridge University Press. Price: £8.00 (cloth); 
£3.25 (paper)) 

This is the sequel to the author's commentary on 1 Samuel in the 
same series (see B.L. 1972, p. 23; Bible Bibliog., p. 367). The Introduction 
is partly repeated from the previous volume but contains new sections on 
the particular themes and purpose of 2 Samuel. The final section on 'The 
Message of the Book', which is also new, will provide a stimulus to 
theological thinking about the O.T. The two volumes are excellent examples 
of the kind of commentary envisaged for the series, of which the author is 
one of the General Editors. R. N. WHYBRAY 
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ALLEN, L. C.: The Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah and Micah (The 
New International Commentary on the Old Testament). 1976. Pp. 427. 
(Eerdmans, Grand Rapids; Hodder & Stoughton, London. Price: 
$9.95; £5.25) 

Both general reader and student will find this commentary useful, 
with its readable style to attract the former, and its detailed footnotes to 
introduce the latter to the intricacies of translation and textual criticism, 
and to a wide range of scholarly literature. Literary and theological 
questions are discussed concisely but thoroughly in the introduction to 
each book. Joel and Obadiah are regarded, not as liturgical compositions 
themselves, but as strongly influenced by cultic forms. Dr Allen favours a 
late sixth century date for Joel, and sets Obadiah earlier in the immediate 
post-exilic period. Jonah, 'an important contribution to the prolegomena 
of a theology of mission', he associates with the wisdom movement. 
The approach to Micah is conservative. Only 4: 1-4, 6-8; 7 :8-20 are denied 
to Micah himself, the last belonging to the final editing of the book for 
use in temple worship in the early post-exilic period. G. I. EMMERSON

The Amplified Bible. 1974. Pp. (8), 1076, 407. (Zondervan, Grand 
Rapids. Distributed in Great Britain by Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 
London. Price: £7.95) 

This Bible, first published in its complete form in 1965, is really a 
Bible with commentary in which the exegesis mainly takes the form of 
explanatory expansions of a modernized version of the A.V. Many of 
these expansioqs (e.g. Job 12:2, 'No doubt you are the (only wise) people 
(in the world)') will make the Bible easier to read for the partly educated, 
though it will not help them to appreciate the style of the biblical writers. 
There are also some footnotes, all of a conservative nature: for example 
the footnotes to the book of Jonah seek to defend the literal interpretation 
of the biblical statements about Jonah's experience in the fish and the 
size of the city of Nineveh. R. N. WHYBRAY 

ARCHER, G. L., Jr (ed.): Jerome's Commentary on Daniel. 1977. 
Pp. 189. (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price: $3.95) 

This is an unchanged reprint in paperback of the original edition of 
1958 (B.L. 1959, p. 15; Decade, p. 151). It consists of a new translation of 
Jerome's commentary from the Migne edition (rather oddly referred to as 
'Migne' !) and of the footnotes to that edition. R. N. WHYBRAY

ARENHOEVEL, D.: Erinnerung an die Viiter. Genesis 12-50 (Stuttgarter 
Kleiner Kommentar, AT 2). 1976. Pp. 191. (KBW Verlag, Stuttgart. 
Price: DM. 12.80) 

Arenhoevel here completes his commentary on Genesis (cf. B.L.
1977, p. 42). The first part of the book deals with 11 :10 (sic/)-36:43, the 
second with the Joseph story, and the different characters of the two 
sections are well brought out. Within the severe limits of space imposed by 
the series this is an admirably clear introduction to the story of the 
patriarchs and the conclusions of recent scholarship concerning the way 
in which the material was transmitted. R. J. COGGINS 
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BEAUCAMP, E.: Le Psautier. Ps. 1-72 (Sources Bibliques). 1976. 
Pp. viii, 114 (translation), 332. (Librairie Lecoffre, J. Gabalda, Paris. 
Price: Fr. 148.00) 

The aim of this work is neither to make a fresh contribution to the 
exegesis of the Psalms nor to popularize its results, but to help the interes­
ted public to read the psalms with profit and to share in the prayer of 
Israel (p. i). Pss. 1-72 are translated into French, and the translator keeps 
as close as he can to the received Hebrew text, although he allows himself 
to emend when necessary. Then comes the commentary, which lists the 
principal textual problems in a way intelligible to the non-specialist, and 
discusses the subject matter. There is a brief bibliography for each psalm 
and a general bibliography at the end of the book. This work fulfils its 
purpose admirably. J. A. EMERTON 

BIRNBAUM, P. (ed.): The Concise Jewish Bible. A New Translation 
Designed for Easy Reading and Comprehension. 1976. Pp. 234. (Sanhedrin 
Press, New York. Price: $7.95 (cloth); $3.95 (paper)) 

The passages have been selected with readers of various ages and 
tastes in mind, to whet the appetite for more. The extracts are short. 
Of the Psalms, for example, thirty-one are included, most in abbreviated 
form. The translation is clear and readable. Explanatory comment is 
confined to brief introductory remarks relating to the Masoretic text 
and the ancient versions, and a short note summarizing the contents of 
each biblical book. The text runs continuously without chapter and verse 
notation, and, for the most part, there is no indication of where a new 
section within a particular book commences. In the prophetic books 
especially, where the occasional juxtaposition of widely divergent passages 
might possibly confuse the reader, some such indication, by spacing at 
least, would have been an advantage. G. I. EMMERSON

BUBER, M. and ROSENZWEIG, F.: Die fiinf Bucher der Weisung (Die 
Schrift verdeutscht, 1). 9., durchgesehene Auflage. 1976. Pp. 582. Die 
Schriftwerke (Die Schrift verdeutscht, 4). 4., verbesserte Auflage. 1976. 
Pp. 701. (Lambert Schneider, Heidelberg. Price: DM. 46.00 each volume) 

These two volumes, Torah and Kethuvim, represent exactly one half 
of the magnum opus, the last improved edition of revisions made since 
1954. Each volume also contains a brief supplement which recapitulates 
the story of the origins of this enterprise and the principles governing the 
translation. I can only plead with the readers of the Book List to get hold 
of this incredible achievement. Buber's controlling principle is clear: 
God speaks to man, and man must hear the Word. Hence a new style has 
to be found which remains true to the original, renders every word with 
semantic honesty (e.g. tsedeq is truth, more than justice-righteousness), 
retains harshness of structure, yields to urbanity and wit, combines 
classical diction with contemporary feeling (but never jargon). The 
result is a timeless monument of language which reflects all the tensions 
and nuances of time. The 0. T. specialist will select the cruces interpretum 
and will be handsomely rewarded. For example, the famous passage in 
Exod. 3.14 ff. stands out with transcendental brightness and receives its 
own comment in the Supplement on p. 28, justifying the consistent 
rendering of YHWH as HE throughout the whole O.T. Job must be 
regarded as a special case, as it is by Buber himself. The Satan is the 
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Hinderer. The inscription in ch. 19 is engraved with iron pen in lead on 
rock in the knowledge that 'the Redeemer lives and will stand upon the 
dust as the late arrival so that Job, with his skin, this thing there, torn to 
shreds, will yet from his flesh contemplate God'. This incomparable 
work deserves such an inscription. 

u. E. SIMON

The Companion Bible being the Authorized Version of 1611 with 
Structures and Critical and Explanatory Notes with 198 Appendixes. 
1974 (reprint). Pp. xi, 1914, 227 (appendixes). (Samuel Bagster, London. 
Price: £9.95) 

It is difficult to understand what purpose is served by the reprinting 
unchanged of this voluminous work which was no doubt a useful com­
pendium in its day. The publishers, as is their wont, do not reveal the 
date of its original publication, but internal evidence - e.g. a reference 
to a 'recent letter' by Sir Charles Warren (appendixes, p. 101) - suggests 
that it was many, many years ago. R. N. WHYBRAY 

CRAIGIE, P. C.: The Book of Deuteronomy (The New International 
Commentary on the Old Testament). 1976. Pp. 424. (Hodder and 
Stoughton, London; Eerdmans, Grand Rapids. Price: £5.75; $10.95) 

This is an elaborate and carefully studied apology for an extremely 
conservative viewpoint. Deuteronomy is essentially Mosaic and its 
final composition is related to Joshua's renewal of the covenant at Shechem 
(Josh. 8). It is a covenant document more closely related to the second 
millennium treaties than to those of the first. It must therefore have been 
regularly used at covenant renewal ceremonies and was originally kept 
in the ark. Its history between the conquest and the seventh century is 
obscure, but its reappearance in the reign of Josiah exerted a strong 
influence on Jeremiah and his circle and sparked off a tradition of history 
writing that culminated in the compilation of the great D-history. The 
laws do not presuppose an already existing society, but rather reveal 
lofty aspirations, for they are largely theoretical in character. Deut. 12 
contains no demand for centralization; it neither prohibits nor permits 
sanctuaries other than the all-important ark-sanctuary. The early dating 
is supported in the commentary by frequent reference to parallels with 
Egyptian rather than Palestinian culture. J. w. McKAY

Davids Sa/mer (Det gamle Testamente i ny oversrettelse). 1977. 
Pp. 286. (P. Haase & Son, Copenhagen for the Danske Bibelselskab. 
Price: D.Kr. 36.60) 

This new translation of the Psalms was instigated by the Danish 
Bible Society. In 1975 a commission was appointed, consisting of four 
members of the Theological Faculty of the University of Aarhus and four 
members of the Theological Faculty of the University of Copenhagen. 
This commission completed its intensive work within two years. Out of 
consideration for the church tradition, the designation 'Psalms of David' 
has been retained, but in doing so no stand is taken as to the correctness 
of this designation. Deference to Danish Bible tradition and its relation­
ship to the N.T. is the reason for naming God 'The Lord' rather than 
'Jahwe'. Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, 1969, has been used as the basis 

4 
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for the translation. Textual emendations have been limited to a minimum. 
The language used in the translation is modern without being common­
place. It is to be hoped that this translation of the Psalms will be followed 
by a new translation of the entire O.T. The authorized translation of 1931 
is in need of a replacement. E. HAMMERSHAIMB

FREY, H.: Das Buch des Werbens Gottes um seine Kirche. Der Prophet 
Hosea. Dritte, unveranderte Auflage (Die Botschaft des Alten Testa­
ments, 23/n). 1976. Pp. xvr, 318. (Calwer Verlag, Stuttgart. Price: OM. 
18.00) 

This is a second reprint of the book originally published in 1957 and 
noted in B.L. 1958, p. 21 (Decade, p. 97), unaltered except for a few 
additional lines of bibliography which were added to the first reprint 
(date unknown to the reviewer) and include works up to 1960. 

R. N. WHYBRAY 

GERSTENBERGER, E., JUTZLER, K. and BOECKER, H. J.: Psalmen 
in der Sprache unserer Zeit. Der Psalter und die Klagelieder eingeleitet, 
ubersetzt und erkliirt. 1976. Pp. 256. (Neukirchener Verlag, Neukirchen­
Vluyn; Benziger Verlag, Einsiedeln. Price: DM. 12.00) 

In H. W. Wolff's words this book builds a bridge between the distant 
voices of the past and the uncomprehending ear of our own world. The 
three collaborators have achieved an astonishing harmony of diction 
without sinking into the morass of a vulgar common denominator of 
daily speech. Both format and style avoid archaisms without yielding to 
modernistic tendencies and flat reductionism. YHWH, one is glad to note, 
is not Yahweh but HERR (sic!). Cruces interpretum, far from being 
evaded, are used intelligently to acquaint the reader with problems of 
kingship (adoption in Ps. 2; 'god-like' in Ps. 45) and eschatological 
perspectives. The brief introductory and exegetical notes and a glossary of 
key-words give access to the scholarly evidence behind the rendering, 
which differs quite remarkably from Buber's Buch der Preisungen (see 
B.L. 1977, p. 43). It cannot match the work of that genius, but comple­
ments it with different nuances and emphases. There is an earthy smell 
about this translation which derives from the form-critical expertise and 
an awareness of life, environment and usage. I should be sorry to be 
deprived of either - heaven or earth. u. E. SIMON

*GOWAN, D. E.: The Triumph of Faith in Habakkuk. 1976. Pp. 94.
(John Knox Press, Atlanta. Price: $5.95) 

This is an excellent example of a popular exposition of one of the 
lesser known parts of the O.T. It is based on a careful and well-informed 
study of the text, presented in Gowan's own translation, and is concerned 
to expound the essential contents of Habakkuk's message to the general 
reader without too much technical detail. The book is studied against the 
background of biblical theology as a whole. This work is warmly com­
mended to teachers and preachers, who will appreciate the writer's 
attempt to relate the study both to his pastoral experience and to the 
problems of the modern world. A. GELSTON
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GUTBROD, K.: Das Buch vom Konig. Das erste Buch Samuel (Die 
Botschaft des Alten Testaments, 11, 1). (1956). 1975. Pp. vrn, 256. (Calwer 
Verlag, Stuttgart. Price: DM. 18.00) 

This volume in a familiar series has reached its fourth reprint, but 
has not previously been noted in B.L. (For an earlier volume in the series, 
see B.L. 1974, p. 32.) There is little of detailed textual commentary here, 
but much of general exegesis. The recognition of patterns in the structure 
of the work is proper, though there is some degree of artificiality in the 
presentation, and some evasion of difficult critical problems. 

P.R. ACKROYD 

HAAG, E.: Das Buch Jeremia. Teil u (Geistliche Schriftlesung, 5/2). 
1977. Pp. 304. (Patmos Verlag, Dilsseldorf. Price: DM. 19.80) 

In his second volume Haag completes his task of discovering the 
deep structural affinities between the book of Jeremiah and the religion of 
the N.T. (cf. B.L. 1976, p. 36). W. McKANE

IRWIN, W. H.: Isaiah 28-33. Translation with Philological Notes 
(Biblica et Orientalia, 30). 1977. Pp. XVII, 211. (Biblical Institute Press, 
Rome. Price: Lire 9,200; $11.50) 

The fact that this is a doctoral dissertation at the Pontifical Biblical 
Institute prepared under the supervision of Professor M. J. Dahood will 
make plain its general character: it is an attempt to use theories concerning 
comparative North-West Semitic philology to explain the text of the 
Hebrew Bible. After an inadequate introduction of five pages, the author 
goes through the selected chapters of Isaiah giving a translation, a trans­
literation of the Hebrew text (in which the division of consonants and the 
vocalization are frequently emended), and notes on the language. The 
first appendix outlines the grammar of Isaiah 28-33, and the second 
lists pairs of parallel words with Ugaritic analogies. There are also a 
selective bibliography, and full indexes of authors, subjects, words 
(Hebrew, Ugaritic, and other languages), and references to biblical, 
Ugaritic, and other texts. J. A. EMERTON 

KIDNER, D.: A Time to Mourn and a Time to Dance: Ecclesiastes and 
the Way of the World (The Bible Speaks Today). 1976. Pp. 110. (Inter­
Varsity Press, Leicester. Price: £1.45) 

After a short introduction Kidner covers Ecclesiastes in a running 
expository commentary with summaries at key points. The negative trend 
of earlier chapters is seen to lead to a positive conclusion. Conflicts of 
viewpoint, readily acknowledged, are attributed to the discursive style of 
the book rather than to editorial additions. Kidner cites ancient non­
Hebraic texts where necessary (i.e. the Mesopotamian dialogue between 
master and slave, and the Babylonian Theodicy), but omits detailed 
assessment of foreign influence (rightly in a popular book). The consider­
able knowledge behind this book is expounded in the attractive style of 
Kidner's earlier books. He shows considerable wit in printing the 'epitaph 
of every philosopher' in 7 :23 f. in the shape of a funerary urn! This excellent 
popular introduction to a little known book is useful to scholars as exposi­
tion of much background reading; but the bibliography contains only 
books in English, and there is no index. J. o. SNAITH
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K!ENE, P. F.: Das Heiligtum Gottes in der Wuste Sinai. Eine Darstel­
lung nach dem Bericht der Bibel veranschaulicht nach einem Model!. 
1976. Pp. 159, including 32 pages of illustrations in colour. (Christliche 
Verlagsgesellschaft, Dillenburg. Price: DM. 34.00) 

The treatment of the tabernacle chapters in Exodus given here is 
homiletic and Christological throughout, and no attempt is made to 
discuss literary-critical or historical problems. The illustrations are of a 
scale model of the tabernacle and provide a vivid and detailed impression 
of what the Biblical description entails in visual terms. G. I. DAVIES

*KNIGHT, G. A. F.: Theology as Narration. A Commentary on the
Book of Exodus. 1976. Pp. xiv, 209. (Handsel Press, Edinburgh; Eerdmans, 
Grand Rapids. Price: £5.00; $4.95) 

This is a fresh and stimulating commentary on the book of Exodus, 
which bypasses many of the accepted conventions of format. Hence it 
says little about the text, or the source divisions, and regards the final 
author/redactor as Ex. Whilst particular verses and sections are noted, 
the treatment is essentially thematic, with extended discussion of several 
major features, including the ideas of God, covenant, grace, miracle and 
magic. It is written with a real consciousness of the Jewish as well as the 
Christian interest in the book, so that the author cites freely from both 
traditions. The result is a worthwhile attempt to get away from simply 
repeating what is in other commentaries, and leads to a readable book 
which could be of considerable help to teachers and ministers. 

R. E. CLEMENTS 

KRINETZKI, G.: Von Samuel bis David. Die Bucher Samuel (Stutt­
garter Kleiner Kommentar, AT 6). 1976. Pp. 56. (KBW Verlag, Stuttgart. 
Price: DM. 5.80) 

MEYER, I.: Gedeutete Vergangenheit. Die Bucher der Konige. Die 
Bucher der Chronik (Stuttgarter Kleiner Kommentar, AT 7). 1976.
Pp. 140. (KBW Verlag, Stuttgart. Price: DM. 8.80) 

For other volumes in this series see B.L. 1975, p. 47; 1976, pp. 35, 
36, 38; 1977, pp. 42, 43, 44, 52, 115. The usual pattern is followed in the 
present volumes: an introduction followed by short commentary on 
shorter or longer sections. In the commentary on Kings and Chronicles 
this is supplemented by short discussions of the theology of each of these 
books. The attitude adopted is a critical one: the books are treated as part 
of the deuteronomistic historical work (which Meyer does not accept to 
be the work of a single author), which has incorporated older records: 
official annals and lists, prophetic narratives, poems etc. However, there 
is no discussion of alternative possibilities within the critical approach; so, 
for example, Alt is fotlowed unquestioningly on the form of the Davidic 
monarchy and the place of Jerusalem within the kingdom. Yet, for their 
clarity of presentation and for the amount of information which they 
compress, the commentaries form excellent introductions. 

A. D. H. MAYES
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LAMPARTER, H.: Der Aufruf zum Gehorsam: Das Junfte Buch Mose 
(Die Botschaft des Alten Testaments, 9). 1977. Pp. 178. (Calwer Verlag, 
Stuttgart. Price: DM. 18.00) 

A short introduction deals very briefly with the origin and composi­
tion of Deuteronomy and culminates in a statement of its central concern. 
A passage by passage translation and commentary follows in which the 
exegesis is guided by the understanding of Deuteronomy as a 'Summons 
to Obedience'. A useful addition to commentaries on Deuteronomy. 

E. W. NICHOLSON 

MAIER, G.: Der Prophet Jona (Wuppertaler Studienbibel). 1976. 
Pp. 109. (R. Brockhaus Verlag, Wuppertal. Price: DM. 18.80 (cloth); 
DM. 12.80 (paper)) 

In the introduction the author examines the arguments which have 
been advanced in favour of a late date for the book of Jonah, but these he 
finds inconclusive. He then produces his reasons for assuming that the 
book is to be placed in the eighth century B.c. and identifies the prophet 
with the Jonah of 2 Kings 14 :25. This point of view is also followed in the 
commentary on the text, though a great deal of interesting material is to 
be found in the comments. A very full Bibliography is supplied at the 
end of the commentary. E. R. ROWLANDS 

MAILLOT, A. and LELIEVRE, A.: Actualite de Michee. Un grand 
'petit prophete'. 1976. Pp. 143. (Editions Labor et Fides, Geneva. Price: 
S.Fr. 24.00)

As the title implies, this is a practical commentary on Micah, which 
is more concerned with allowing the prophet's words to address a present 
situation than with discussion of detailed problems of interpretation. 
The authors (who have previously collaborated on a three-volume com­
mentary on the Psalms) spare themselves some intricate discussions by 
taking the MT as their basis (with the medieval rabbis elucidating some 
of its difficulties) and by assuming an 8th-century date for almost the 
whole collection. The latter assumption is held to be justified by echoes of 
the liturgy in many of the 'doubtful' oracles (cf. Vuilleumier's commen­
tary). The application of the sayings to the modern world is judicious, and 
based throughout on an attempt to enter into the world of the prophet 
himself. G. I. DAVIES

*MASON, R.: The Books of Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi (The
Cambridge Bible Commentary on the N.E.B.). 1977. Pp. xii, 168. (Cam­
bridge University Press. Price: £7.50 (cloth); £3.30 (paper)) 

It is not easy to write a commentary on these books for the readership 
for whom this series is intended, and within the necessary limitations the 
reader is given a lucid and well-informed guide. On disputed questions 
the evidence for different viewpoints is set out and attention is drawn to 
its limitations. Succinct information is provided about historical and 
cultic backgrounds, form-critical questions, and the handling of prophetic 
oracles in tradition. In particular it is suggested that the material in 
Zechariah 9-14 may emanate from a group who preserved and interpreted 
the oracles of Zechariah, and who in time may have become a sect, in some 
ways anticipating the Qumran community. A. GELSTON
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*MAY, H. G. and METZGER, B. M. (ed.): The New Oxford Annotated
Bible with the Apocrypha (Revised Standard Version). An Ecumenical 
Study Bible. Expanded edition, 1977. Pp. xxviii, 1,564, xxiv, 334, with 
14 maps, and indexes. (Oxford University Press, New York. Price: 
$15.95) 

To the New Oxford Annotated Bible with the Apocrypha of 1973 
(see B.L. 1975, p. 47) have been added 3 and 4 Maccabees and Psalm 151. 
As the Foreword points out, this completes the canon of the Septuagint 
version which is in use among Orthodox Churches. Thus this edition can 
serve as a common Bible for Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Eastern 
Orthodox readers alike. Appropriate annotations have been included with 
the extra text, plus a chart of titles given to the books of Ezra and Nehe­
miah. This further dimension enhances the already considerable usefulness 
of the Annotated Bible for purposes of study (both private and professional) 
and teaching. 

E. B. MELLOR 

NOTH, M.: Esodo. Traduzione e commento. Italian translation by 
G. Cecchi, edited by G. Odasso (Antico Testamento, 5). 1977. Pp. 348.
(Paideia Edi trice, Brescia. Price: Lire 8,000) 

For the series, see B.L. 1977, p. 54; for the original German edition, 
B.L. 1960, p. 21 (Decade, p. 201); for the English translation, B.L. 1962,
p. 30 (Decade, p. 340). The translation is made from the fourth German
edition, published in 1968, but there appears to be no updating from the 
original edition, and there is no bibliography to this volume in any of its 
forms. It provides, as is well known, a serviceable commentary. 

P. R. ACKROYD 

NoTH, M.: Leviticus. A Commentary. Revised Translation (The Old 
Testament Library). 1977. Pp. 208. (S.C.M. Press, London; Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia. Price: £7.50; $10.00) 

The German original was published in 1962 in the ATD series (see 
B.L. 1963, p. 26; Decade, p. 420). This revised translation is much im­
proved (see B.L. 1965, p. 28; Decade, p. 580) and should make this useful 
commentary a reliable guide, even though it is not able to comment on 
more recent technical discussions on sacrifice in Israel. 

D. R. AP-THOMAS

PRICE, W. K.: The Prophet Joel and the Day of the Lord. Foreword by 
John F. Walvoord. 1976. Pp. 122. (Moody Press, Chicago. Price: $3.95) 

The approach of this book is governed by a millennial theology, and 
its main interest is to interpret Joel in the light of modern Zionism and 
to map out a detailed eschatological programme. There are a few useful 
exegetical details, and some preachers will find homiletic material they can 
use, but this book has little to offer to the serious historical study of Joel. 
Joel is dated to the ninth century B.c. A. GELSTON
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The Psalms. A New Translation for Worship. 1977. Pp. 254. (Collins, 
London, in co-operation with Church Information Office. Price: Text 
only, cloth £2.50, paper £1.25; text pointed for singing to Anglican chant, 
in boards £1.95, limp £1.25) 

MACINTOSH, A. A.: The Psalms. A New Translation for Worship. 
Notes on the Text. 1977. Pp. 58. (Collins and C.I.O. Supplied free) 

'It Jacks the dignity of the Prayer Book', the statement that so often 
frustrates any attempt to introduce modern, more readily comprehensible 
language to church worship, is one that none but the excessively bigoted 
and insensitive could possibly apply to this new translation of the Psalter. 
It flows smoothly, is easily intelligible and yet possesses a majesty well 
suited to the many cathedrals in which it wiJI doubtless be used. The 
translators are to be congratulated for achieving so fine a balance. Though 
the work was undertaken for the Church of England Liturgical Commis­
sion, the panel comprising eight Hebraists and one English scholar, all 
but one of them Cambridge men, included members of the Roman 
Catholic, United Reformed and Methodist churches. A short introduction 
describes their aims and methods in some detail. It is to be hoped that the 
churches will not be slow to adopt this new translation. 

The Notes are 'designed to give some account of the differences between 
the new translation and that of Miles Coverdale in the Book of Common 
Prayer', but occasional reference is also made to other translations, 
particularly the Revised Psalter and the N.E.B. Although it is assumed 
that the readers are not Hebraists, the commentator's main concern is to 
compare the old and the new in the light of the Hebrew text and the 
Versions. This should prove a most useful complementary volume. 

J. W. McKAY 

The Psalms. Translated by Peter Levi with an introduction by Nicholas 
de Lange (Penguin Classics). 1976. Pp. xxvii, 239. (Penguin Books, 
Harmondsworth, Middlesex. Price: 95p) 

This is a translation without commentary or notes. There are also no 
verse numbers, no indications of book division and no titles. But there is a 
brief introductory chapter on the structure, history, interpretation and 
theology of the Psalms outlining some of the conclusions of modern 
scholarship. The translation runs smoothly for the most part, though the 
odd expression jars (e.g., Ps. 19: 'Day utters to day', no object expressed). 
O.T. students wiJI find the uniform use of the title 'God' annoying­
the translator believes 'the Lord' is an outmoded title. Although it is 
intended 'not to substitute without necessity new English phrases for 
what is old and well-loved' (p. xi), the familiar 'green pastures' of Ps. 23 
have become 'meadows of young grass' and the Venite (Ps. 95) now bids 
us 'shout to the mountain of our freedom'. This is not a book that students 
wiJI find useful, not is it likely to appeal to Churchmen who are already 
well provided with good modern translations. Indeed one wonders 
to whom it will appeal apart from collectors of Penguin Classics. 

J. W. McKAY 

*ROGERSON, J. W. and McKAY, J. W.: I. Psalms 1-50. II. Psalms
51-100. III. Psalms 101-150 (The Cambridge Bible Commentary on the
N.E.B.). 1977. Pp. xi, 243; xi, 236; xi, 193. (Cambridge University Press. 
Price: £8.50, £8.50, £7.90 (cloth); £3.20, £3.20, £2.95 (paper)) 

These three volumes cover the Psalter with the usual format of 
the series, the N.E.B. being printed in convenient portions, followed by 
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general and particular comments. The Introduction of fourteen pages is 
reprinted in each volume, and each volume has its own index. The writers 
frequently stress the uncertainties of interpretation, especially with 
regard to the original setting of a psalm. Diverse views are mentioned 
and sometimes said to be 'equally possible'. There is a certain coolness 
towards ritual interpretations, apparently in the interests of spiritual 
evaluation (cf. on Ps. 24). In general, this commentary's careful and 
cautious approach will be widely welcomed and will fulfil its purpose. 

J. H. EATON 

RUDOLPH, W.: Haggai - Sacharja 1-8 - Sacharja 9-14 - Maleachi. 
Mit einer Zeittafel von A. Jepsen (Kommentar zum Alten Testament, 
xm, 4). 1976. Pp. 315. (Gerd Mohn, Giitersloh. Price: DM. 100.00) 

This volume completes the commentary on the Twelve (see B.L. 
1967, p. 25; 1973, p. 28 (Bible Bibliog., pp. 25,450); 1977, p. 50 for previous 
volumes). It is a splendid achievement. This is commentary in the old 
style: thorough textual and philological notes, detailed exegesis, a wealth 
of bibliography, and succinct summarizing statements on the prophetic 
message of each book. Of particular interest is the delineation of Haggai 
as an 'apologia' for the prophet, an attempt at grappling with the unusual 
nature of this little compilation. The subdivision of Zech. 9-14 into three 
units also offers an independent line of thought on this difficult section. 
The detailed comments provide a wealth of information which shows 
both judicious critique of previous work and independence of judgement 
on the many problems which these texts raise. P. R. ACKROYD

Ruth. £en vertaling om voor te lezen. 1974. Pp. 26. 

Jona. Een vertaling om voor te lezen. 1977. Pp. 18. (Nederlands 
Bijbelgenootschap; Katholieke Bijbelstichting. Price: Fl. 3.50 each) 

The aim of this Dutch translation by an ecumenical group is to 
produce a version which, when read aloud, will convey something of the 
form and sound of the original Hebrew. The translation is accompanied 
by notes on difficult Hebrew words and phrases. J. w. ROGERSON

SPURGEON, C. H.: <;reat Verses from the Psalms. Selections from 
The Treasury of David. Edited by N. Hillyer. 1976. Pp. viii, 267. (Marshall, 
Morgan and Scott, London; Zondervan, Grand Rapids. Price: £5.50; 
$8.95) 

The Treasury of David was published in seven volumes between 
1869 and 1885 and Benjamin Jowett then compared it with the works of 
Calvin, Luther and Paul. His estimate was perhaps a little extravagant, 
but the fact that this commentary on the Psalms has of its kind been 
unrivalled for a century and is still re-edited today tells its own tale. 
Hillyer's edition contains some of the best of Spurgeon's comments on 
individual Psalm verses arranged in the form of devotional readings, 
and should prove a welcome addition to any preacher's library. 

J. W. McKAY 
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WESTERMANN, C.: Das Buch Jesaja Kapitel 40-66 ilbersetzt und 
erkliirt (A.T.D., 19). 3., durchgesehene Auflage. 1976. Pp. 342. (Vanden­
hoeck & Ruprecht, Gottingen. Price: DM. 30.00 (cloth), DM. 24.00 
(paper)) 

This is a straightforward reprint of the first edition published in 
1966 (see B.L. 1967, p. 28 (Bible Bibliog., p. 28) and, on the English 
translation, B.L. 1970, p. 37 (Bible Bibliog., p. 227)) apart from the 
addition of a half-page of additional bibliography comprising fourteen 
items published between 1966 and 1976, but taking no note of such works 
as A. Schoors, I am God Your Saviour, 1973 (see B.L. 1974, p. 59) and 
E. Kutsch, Sein Leben und Tod- unser Heil, 1967 (see B.L. 1968, p. 36
(Bible Bibliog., p. 90)). It is to be hoped that Professor Westermann will 
find time before long, despite his immense labours on his Genesis com­
mentary, to prepare a revised edition of this work which will carry forward 
the very lively current debate on the problems and interpretation of these 
chapters. R. N. WHYBRAY 

WEYERS, J. W.: Ezekiel (New Century Bible). 2nd edn. 1976. Pp. x, 
243. (Oliphants, London. Price: £5.95)

This is a reprint of the original (1969) edition, reviewed in B.L. 1971, 
p. 34 (Decade, p. 310). The only difference is that the RSV text is no
longer printed, and that the page references in the Index have been altered 
to correspond with a book thus shortened by 110 pages! It is good to 
have it available again, but one could wish that at least the bibliography 
had been brought up to date. A. GELSTON

WILDBERGER, H.: Jesaja (Biblischer Kommentar, Altes Testament, 
x, 10). 1977. Pp. 737-816. (Neukirchener Verlag, Neukirchen-Vluyn. 
Price: DM. 9.80) 

This fascicle (see B.L. 1977, p. 54, for the previous one) completes 
the commentary on 19:16-25, discusses 21 :1-10 (a prophecy about 
Babylon from the time of Nabonidus), 21:11-12 (Dumah- possibly the 
reign of Nabonidus), and 21 :13-17 (the peoples of Dedan and Kedar -
verses 13-15 are from a similar date, but verses 16-17 are later), and 
begins the commentary on 22:1-14 (immediately after Sennacherib's 
campaign). Special attention may be drawn to the brief summary of the 
history of Dumah and other places in Arabia from the eighth to the sixth 
century B.c. and the accompanying map on pp. 790 ff. J. A. EMERTON

WOLFF, H. W.: A Commentary on the Books of the Prophets Joel 
and Amos. Translated by W. Janzen, S. D. McBride, Jr and C. A. 
Muenchow (Hermeneia). 1977. Pp. xxiv, 392. (Fortress Press, Phila­
delphia; distributed in Great Britain by S.C.M. Press, London. Price: 
$22.95; £15.00) 

This is a translation of the second edition (1975) of Wolff's Dodeka­
propheton 2: Joel und Amos (Biblischer Kommentar A.T. xiv/2). For 
reviews of the fascicles of the first German edition see B.L. 1964, p. 43 
(Decade, p. 511); 1968, p. 30; 1970, p. 38; 1971, p. 35 (Bible Bibliog., 
pp. 84, 228, 311). It has been prepared on the same lines as the Hermeneia 














































































































































































































